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The Investigation Bureau’s Use
of Surrendered and Reformed
Communists in the 1951 Case of
“Restructured Taiwan Provincial Work
Committee”

Cheng-hui Lin’

Abstract

At the end of 1949, the Counterintelligence Bureau began to investigate
the case of the Taiwan Provincial Work Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP). It persuaded some top leaders of the committee to surrender and
destroyed the organization step by step from top to bottom. Among those leaders
only Zhang Zhizhong refused to surrender and was sentence to death. The rest
of the committee were later arranged to serve at the Counterintelligence Bureau.
Remnants of the CCP’s Taiwan Provincial Work Committee later reorganized
and revived the committee. Then in 1951, the Investigation Bureau began to
investigate those remnants and the restructured organization. The case was known
as the “Restructured CCP Taiwan Provincial Work Committee.” In this case, the
Investigation Bureau again persuaded some of the new organization’s top leaders,
such as Chen Fuxing, to surrender and arranged those “reformed” individuals
to work for the Investigation Bureau. On the surface, the two agencies’ use of
defections seem to be quite similar, but in fact there were important differences in
the way they “turn enemies into allies” and the process of applying this strategy.
This article uses the relevant files at the Investigation Bureau as well as existing
oral interviews in trying to understand how the Investigation Bureau solved the so-
called “Restructured CCP Taiwan Provincial Work Committee” case, focusing
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especially on why and how the Bureau used the method of “turning enemies into
allies” and on the effectiveness of this method in defeating enemies.

Keywords :Surrender, Reformed, Reformed Individual, Restructured CCP Taiwan

Provincial Work Committee, the Investigation Bureau
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