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The Imagination and Paradox of
“Chinese Literature” in the Era
of Single-version Textbooks: An
Observation of the Censure of the Chou
Ho Edition of High School Chinese in
1974

Pek-0 Tan"

Abstract

This study investigates the 1974 censure of the "Chou Ho" edition of high
school Chinese textbooks by the Control Yuan. The findings reveal that the
educational system—often regarded as a mechanism for cementing the Republic
of China (ROC)’s ruling apparatus during the Martial Law era—was in fact rife
with cultural and political contradictions. During the period of standardized
compilation under the National Institute for Compilation and Translation (1952-
1999), high school Chinese textbooks were generally revised once per decade in
accordance with curriculum guidelines. The Chou Ho edition compiled in 1971,
however, stands out as the sole version to be replaced after only a single academic
cycle. While the official primary reason for the replacement was the Control Yuan’s
censure, a comprehensive analysis of related archival materials indicates that the
Chou Ho edition had already been subject to significant media scrutiny regarding
the difficulty of selected texts and the precision of annotations. A decision to
recompile the textbooks had, in fact, been made prior to the official censure. Under

these circumstances, the Control Yuan's intervention seemed superfluous. However,
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upon closer examination, the transition from media critique to official censure
represents a critical shift in perspective: from the internal, textual world of literature
to the external world of politics. International challenges and political situation on
Mainland China in the early 1970s all came into play in the authorities’ evaluation
of appropriate instruction materials for high school students. This case exposed
the conflict between the editors' literary expectations for high school Chinese
curriculum and the prevailing nationalistic and political imperatives in ROC of the
time.

Keywords: National Institute for Compilation and Translation, Chou Ho, High

School Chinese, Chineseness
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