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Aircraft Procurement from France
by the Nationalist Government in the

1930s: A Study Based on the H. H.
Kung Papers

Hsin-shao Chen”

Abstract

After its establishment, the Nationalist Government in Nanjing actively
pursued military reorganization and armament. Given China’s longstanding
insufficiency in domestic arms production, the government was compelled to
procure weapons abroad, thereby attracting a multitude of international arms
dealers and brokers eager to secure a share of the market. Aircraft, as one of the
most advanced military technologies of the time, promised substantial profits for
suppliers who succeeded in winning Chinese orders. The United States and Italy,
among others, dispatched representatives to China and successfully obtained large-
scale contracts. France, despite being recognized as one of the foremost military
powers of the era, repeatedly failed in its attempts to sell aircraft to China, and it
was not until H. H. Kung’s mission to Europe in 1937 that a contract was finally
concluded. This paper, drawing primarily on correspondence preserved in the H. H.
Kung Papers between the Chinese side and the French arms dealer Jean Audinet,
examines the decision-making process underlying China’s military procurement
from France in the 1930s, as well as the challenges surrounding the execution of the

contract.

Keywords: H. H. Kung, Jean Audinet, French arms procurement, Dewoitine 510,

Second Sino-Japanese War, ROC Air Force
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