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Attempts at North-South Unification
of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan
during the Japanese Colonial Period:
The Case of the United Theological
College, 1914-1918

Dong-sheng Chen”

Abstract

The Northern and Southern synods of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan
(PCT) each maintains its own theological college today, as they never were able
to establish a unified institution. A clear and comprehensive picture of the detailed
causes that led to this continuous separation has long been absent. In recent years,
the publication of the North Formosa Mission Reports, which compiles missionary
correspondence centered on the North Formosa mission field, finally provides
crucial historical materials to uncover the story of the breakdown of a proposed
United Theological College.

During the Japanese colonial period, the missionary environment in Taiwan
was favorable to the development of Christianity, and Japanese Christian groups
also entered Taiwan to seek opportunities. Driven by the global trend of ecumenical
missions and by the competition from other denominations, the Northern and
Southern Presbyterian churches began discussing matters of unification. The initial
goal was limited to the establishment of the "Formosa Synod," not yet involving the
merger of institutions. It was only after the formation of the Formosa Synod that
both sides began to address the issue of a United Theological College. However,

unwilling to lose leadership, both Mission Councils were generally reluctant to
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let their existing theological colleges leave their mission fields, resulting in a
prolonged stalemate in negotiations. During the stalemate, disputes between the
Mission Councils escalated into an international quarrel. Southern missionaries
appealed to the Canadian Mission Board, accusing the Northern Church of being
dominated by a few local believers. Meanwhile, the Canadian Mission Board
held a position closer to that of those local believers and tended to support the
establishment of a unified college. Although the Fourth Formosa Synod in 1915
unexpectedly passed a resolution to establish the United Theological College in
Taipei, it was ultimately overturned by the Southern Mission Council and never
implemented.

Toward the end of the Japanese colonial period, compelled by the political
situation, Tainan Theological College was temporarily closed and its faculty and
students were moved to Taipei Theological College for combined instructions.
As soon as the war ended, however, the two schools returned to separate
administrations in 1948, a division that persists to this day.

Keywords: Presbyterian Church, North-South Unification, Formosa Synod, North
Formosa Mission Reports, United Theological College
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