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Japan and Postwar Taiwan National Shipping
Building Corporation (1945-1957)

Pen-yuan Lin ~

Abstract

Since 1949, China’s coastline had fallen under the Communist control, resulting in
navigation routes being vastly shortened, and shipping capacities in great excesses, which
caused huge losses.

This article has excepted materials available from the Academia Historica in
Taipei, including the Archives of Merchants Steam Navigation company, and from the
Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, in addition to the Archives of National
Corporations and the Archives of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with a view to analyzing
how the postwar ROC government in Taiwan tried to help solve crises in shipping
companies.

For example, in response to required adjustments to the business, equipments
improvements and cooperation with foreign investments, different solutions were
proposed, and in the area of shipping crisis, Merchants Steam Navigation company
was formed.

Moreover, the report of the Shipping Investigation Group to Japan inl1952
suggested that to solve the problems the government should put shipping technical
cooperation into practice, and learn from Japan its experience in leasing the shipyard
and upgrading the shipbuilding technology, and opening up the future opportunities for
building 100,000-ton ships.

In addition, U.S. Aid, under the influence of her shipping companies, only provided
Taiwan with limited assistance. Taiwan’s shipping companies, therefore, resorted to
purchasing Japanese ships and in doing so, they were able to acquire technical drawings
for building ships, which proved to be beneficial to both the interests of shipping and
shipbuilding industries. As a result of buying capital goods, Taiwan’s shipping industry
was capable of achieving technology transfer, training, and then upgrading their
technology.

Keywords: Shipping crisis, Shipping Investigation Group to Japan, technical
cooperation

Officer, Department of Acquisition, Academia Historica
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