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The Talent Databases of Chiang
Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo:
An Analysis of the Personnel

Documentation at the Office of
the President, 1948-1988

Shih-ying Chang’

Abstract

In recent years, scholars examining the history of Republican China have
begun to pay attention to the Aides’ Office at the National Military Council, an
important staff agency during the Anti-Japanese War. Nevertheless, these scholars
have so far mainly focused on the role the office played in the processes of
making military and political decisions and have neglected an important task of
the Aides’ Office, that is, the establishment of the Kuomintang’s and the National
Government’s Documentation of Personnel, which was initiated by the Third
Department at the Aides’ Office.

The Third Department at the Aides’ Office was regarded as the high command
of the CC Clique, an important faction within the Kuomintang. The Office was
divided into four sections, conducting investigation, registration, review and
assignment of personnel, which included almost all of the personnel matters
in the various organs of the government. Moreover, the Third Department also
assisted the Kuomintang in building dossiers that included as many as one hundred
thousand personnel files.

The Aides’ Office was abolished in 1945. However, the Personnel Division of

the Office of the President continued to carry out personnel control until 1988. This

Senior Researcher, Academia Historica
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article explores this so-called highest personnel control center during 1939-1988, in
terms of its organization, the backgrounds of its members, and its actual operations.
The focus of the article is on the revival and evolution of this center after the
government’s move to Taiwan. It concludes with an observation of the historical

context in which personnel documentation came into existence in modern China.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Chiang Ching-kuo, Third Department of the Aides’
Office at the National Military Council, The Office of the President,
Chen Kuo-fu
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