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The Planning and Development of
Meteorological Observation
in Post-War China:
A Study of the Central Weather
Bureau, 1945-1949

Fang-yu Liu"

Abstract

This article uses the Central Weather Bureau (CWB) as a case study in
examining China’s effort to establish its own meteorological system and expand
its weather observation services while reclaiming “meteorological sovereignty”
in the post-war period. First, the article analyses various CWB meeting records to
show how China adopted a military/civilian dual-use meteorological system, and
to clarify the role played by the US military in China as well as its interaction with
the Nationalist government. These records also help explain how the CWB emerged
as the leading force in China’s meteorological endeavors. The article then delves
into the CWB’s plans for an “Meteorological Forecast Network for Aviation.”
With the dual goals of improving domestic flight safety and providing East Asian
meteorological information for aviation to the international community, the CWB
established a management model consisting of a Meteorological Headquarters,
Regional Meteorological Bases and Local Meteorological Stations in order to
collect and integrate weather information from various regions. To cultivate talents
in conducting ground and high-altitude observations, the CWB also introduced
short-term training courses for meteorological personnel. Lastly, throughout the
Chinese Civil War, the CWB adapted to the reversals of the war situation and the
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government’s relocation policy by gradually shifting its operations to South China
and Taiwan, steadily strengthening its grip over meteorological information for
aviation. It also took over meteorological equipment and personnel left by the
Japanese in Taiwan to continue providing information to the United States and to
maintain international meteorological cooperation, thereby turning Taiwan into an

information supply center for East Asia.

Keywords: Central Weather Bureau, U.S. military, meteorology, aviation

meteorology, Chinese Civil War
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