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Allying the Proletariat in the East:
Tom Mann’s Visit to China in 1927

Kan Lee”

Abstract

In February 1927, the Comintern arranged for an International Workers’
Delegation to visit China. Three delegates in the Delegation, Tom Mann from
England, Jacques Doriot from France, and Earl Browder from the United States,
were prominent trade unionists with great esteem. Representing the communist
parties in these three countries, their mission, under the direction of the Comintern,
was to investigate and assist the revolution in China. Due to its political
significance, the Delegation was received with enthusiasm by the Guomindang
leftists and Chinese Communists in Wuhan, who were competing for power
and legitimacy in the revolution with the Guomindang rightists at the time. The
Delegation attended mass rallies in Wuhan and toured the provinces of Guangdong,
Jiangxi, Hubei and Hunan. As a representative of the British Communist Party who
strongly opposed British imperialism in China, Tom Mann soon became a popular
figure in China as the anti-imperialist movement targeting England was vehemently
under way. Using the Tom Mann Papers preserved at the Modern Record Centre
of the University of Warwick, the British Foreign Office files, and documents at
the Guomindang archives, this article discusses Tom Mann’s role in the Delegation
during its visit to China as well as the historical meaning of that visit.

Keywords: Tom Mann, International Workers’ Delegation, The Comintern,
The Guomindang, The Chinese Communist Party

Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica
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®  Harold Isaacs, The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
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California Press, 1963), p. 44.
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Jean-Paul Brunet, Jacques Doriot,Du Communisme Au Fascism (Paris: Balland, 1986).
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Dan N. Jacobs, Borodin: Stalin’s Man in China (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981), p.

265.

12 John Lovell, Stevedores and Dockers: A Study of Trade Unionism in the Port of London, 1870-
1914 (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, 1969); David Powell, British Politics and The Labour
Question, 1868-1990 (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1992), pp. 15-16.

13 Dona Torr, Tom Mann and His Times (London: Lawrence & Wishart, 1956).
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47 Tom Mann, What I Saw in China, p. 5.

B (ERBEEBETARERBREZHRZA) » (RMREBR) » &M - 192742258 » i3 -

49" Tom Mann, What I Saw in China (London: The National Minority Movement, 1927), pp. 6-7.
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31« B.M. Consulate General, Canton to His Majesty’s Minister, Peking,” 4 March 1927,
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-18-



WA RFTBAEMRG —1927F 35 B T AES AN G X 5

B A BREHEEHE "5IESEAREE A ZEERIARE, -7 BRE
Bl BT - BEEER « T ERBIFE N g EY T AR -
GISAERABETNED  ERPBPEEARG TRT - B 2R EE X
% WCHEHRDEE RS - SR SEEEE TR T EEMNITCERTE

HIERMNAL K (R AR EERE) PTA BFHARBAE S R
—RAMAERER & RIS RMIOITE c AL T FHEF
AFRMERB IO ES » KKLB T — Rt FIAKRIESF &5 #
EAR o FHRBMARAE SR R — EA] o

TEEN - G S RER L T MR BIEY) » 15 H 5 R o B B 8 A A3 B A
o ROl T R 18424 R ~ FRIBEIAN D ~ WEE ~ AN IS R 4 Y
W DU B SRR E G - GRS FRERRREE REHEF S HE H
RE AR DA HEH R O HE RERR L o > @A - TR BUR ) A ERES
SIS NTBERE - SIS R FENE - —HelE Bt E S E L
(Albert Inkpin) : " BHEIRGH =S EFE ? ) Ko EHRSERILERE - IR
FEELEEMEPOAREENES T REE& DB T I TE AN EEEE
AR B E R BUGE E o TP REHERIAE{EIR (Stanley Baldwin) BT -
Dlead B T AEBEETEER T A L - ZALERERSHSRRELREE
RFREE T ALY - i EE R 9EE T8 K& (Trades Union Congress) - &
B TSR T —HERRRARGRESNTET > RREGREARE
eI - 7

3H6H » RERERRABMICKATE - BIERERE - & HEXRgHE
HERAZIN - G SEAER - THERMENEREIE - miirfERFEas A H

B (A ASHEHBEBIARER) 0 (BEMNERBEABHE) > KM 1927F3A28 » #4 -
% Harold R. Isaacs, The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolution, p. 109.

35 “Tom Mann to his wife Elsie,” 1 March 1927, MSS. 334/3/2/39.

36 «Visit to China, via USSR,” 1927, MSS 334.8/2-3.

37 “Tom Mann at Canton,” 23 February 1927, The Daily Telegraph, 12.
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Workers’ Perspective,” Modern China, 23:4 (October 1997), pp. 374-375.
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62 Chushichi Tsuzuki, Tom Mann, 1856-1941: The Challenges of Labour, p. 227.
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