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Chiang Ching-kuo and the Ethos of the
National Defense Intelligence Bureau: An

Examination of the Chien-hsing Monthly,
1950-1970

Chang-an Chen’

Abstract

The Military Investigation and Statistics Bureau was reorganized after the death of its
leader, Dai Li in 1946. As the Kuomintang (KMT) was defeated by Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) in the Civil War, the Bureau followed the government of the Republic of
China to Taiwan. In 1955, it was renamed the Intelligence Bureau and placed under the
Ministry of National Defense (MDIB) , now tasked with intelligence gathering and covert
operations on Mainland China.

When the KMT was relocated to Taiwan, it intended to take full control of party
affairs, governmental power, the army, and the intelligence agencies through a thorough
reorganization and transformation. Chiang Ching-kuo was appointed as deputy secretary-
general of the National Defense Conference and given actual responsibilities for national
security, overseeing all intelligence agencies. The MDIB was among those agencies.

This article examines how the MDIB agents consolidated their self-identity and
institutional ethos through the collective memory of, and reminiscent writings about,
Dai Li. Most of their writings were published in the MDIB’s restricted publication,
Chien-hsing Monthly. They turned Dai Li into an indispensable symbol of the MDIB.
By promoting commemorative and ceremonial behaviors that honored Dai Li, Chiang
Ching-kuo further established Dai as a perfect model of loyalty that all MDIB agents
should follow and hinted the unique importance of MDIB due to this legacy. Chien-hsing
Monthly thus became an important instrument in Chiang’s effort. In order to carry out the
mission of “Retaking the Mainland” and an Anti-Communist agenda, Chiang Ching-kuo
inspired the MDIB agents to emulate Dai Li’s loyalty as an integral part of their collective
ethos. In so doing he also strengthened his own control over the agency.

Keywords: MDIB, Chien-hsing Monthly, Dai Li, Chiang Ching-kuo, Collective Memory
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