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Resistance by Wooden Boats Shipping
Industry to the Shipping Control Policy
in the Rear Areas During the Second
Sino-Japanese War — A Case Study of
the Qijiang River

Hung-ping Yeah"

Abstract

Qijiang wooden boats shipping industry displayed unusual strategic acuity in
its response to the government’s economic control practices on shipping during
the Second Sino-Japanese War. Representing the interests of wooden boatmen on
the Qijiang River, the Qijiang boatmen groups used their shipping capabilities, the
primary source of transportation on Qijiang, as a bargaining chip in demanding a
revision of the Shipping Control Policy. Moreover, they linked the rise and fall of
the wooden boats shipping industry to the wartime coal shortages in the Rear Areas.
This was shrewdly done to highlight the need for a change in the control policy on
shipping, as well as to gain sympathy and support in public opinion. Their request
to revise the Shipping Control Policy was ostensibly aimed at saving the Qijiang
wooden boats shipping industry, but also covered an effort by the management of
the Qijiang boatmen groups to advance individual benefits (such as financial gains).
Through their calculative moves, personal interests were hidden behind collective
ones, with the latter serving as a rationale for the former. The merging of industry
interests, social benefits and personal gains thus characterized the demand for a
revision of the Shipping Control Policy by the management of the Qijiang boatmen

groups during the war.
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