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Taiwanese American Studies and
Taiwan Studies in North America:
Academic Contexts and Current
Developments

Chi-ting Peng®

Abstract

This paper examines the academic development of Taiwan Studies in North
America and Taiwanese American Studies, analyzing their impact on both the
academic field and U.S. policy. Taiwan Studies in North America has long
been incorporated into the framework of China Studies or East Asian Studies.
Initially, research on Taiwan was often conducted as a proxy for studying Chinese
society during the Cold War. Over time, with Taiwan’s political and economic
transformations, Taiwan Studies gradually shifted its focus to Taiwan’s unique
political, social, and economic development.

Meanwhile, Taiwanese American Studies has received increasing attention
within Asian American Studies, exploring the distinct history, identity, and
political participation of Taiwanese immigrants and their descendants in the U.S.
This scholarly shift is closely intertwined with Taiwan’s democratization and the
evolving Taiwanese American identity, challenging the conventional framework
of Asian American Studies. In recent years, Taiwanese Americans have increased
their political influence in the U.S., advocating for Taiwan and strengthening U.S.-
Taiwan relations. Furthermore, a transgenerational Taiwanese American political
network has emerged, actively shaping U.S. policies toward Taiwan and fostering
economic and political connections across the Pacific.

As global attention in Taiwan continues to rise, particularly in the context of

Ph. D, Department of History, UC Santa Barbara
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geopolitical shifts following the Russia-Ukraine war and Taiwan’s strategic role in
the semiconductor industry, Taiwan Studies is poised to gain greater academic and
policy influence. This paper seeks to explore how Taiwan Studies and Taiwanese
American Studies can deepen their interdisciplinary collaboration, establish a
stronger foothold in North American academia, and contribute to shaping future
U.S.-Taiwan policy discussions.

Keywords: Taiwan Studies, Taiwanese American, Asian American Studies,

Immigration, US-Taiwan Relations
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19" Franklin Ng, The Taiwanese Americans (Westport: Greenwood, 1998), pp. 15-20 ; F#4ets » (&
ARBARRENH R 2EER  RERPEEANGHR) (£ BAHRAE » 2013
) » A351 -

20 “Immigration and Nationality Act,” LBJ PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY, accessed March 21, 2025,
https://www.lbjlibrary.org/news-and-press/media-kits/immigration-and-nationality-act.
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2l Abby Budiman and Neil G. Ruiz, “Key facts about Asian origin groups in the U.S.,” Pew
Research Center, accessed March 12, 2025, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/04/29/
key-facts-about-asian-origin-groups-in-the-u-s/ ; Jeffrey S. Passel, Neil G. Ruiz and Abby
Budiman, “How many Taiwanese live in the U.S.? It’s not an easy question to answer,” Pew
Research Center, accessed March 12, 2025, https://www.pewresearch.org/decoded/2021/09/08/
how-many-taiwanese-live-in-the-u-s-its-not-an-easy-question-to-answer/.
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R % (Office of Adjudication, Office of Passport Services, Bureau of
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22 Routledge Research on Taiwan Series, accessed March 24, 2025, https://www.routledge.com/

Routledge-Research-on-Taiwan-Series/book-series/RRTAITWAN?srsltid=AfmBOorXWZmSRQ
2z4v9evji9RFdhIY W 1iyISFhOKGnXZIjPYFOBDgNS.

“Census Data: Top Metro Areas for Taiwanese Americans in 2021,” Taiwanese American Citizens
League (TACL) , accessed March 24, 2025, https://tacl.org/censusdata/.

24 8 FAM 403.4-4(D) Taiwan (CT:CITZ-73; 06-09-2022):

(1) The United States recognizes the government of the People’s Republic of China as the sole
legal government of China and acknowledges the Chinese position that there is but one China
and that Taiwan is part of China. Taiwan can be used as POB in the passport pursuant to the
guidance below.

(2) If an applicant born in Taiwan writes “China” as their POB on a passport application, you
must list CHINA.

(3) If an applicant born in Taiwan writes “Taiwan” as their POB on a passport application, you
must list TATWAN. If there is any inconsistency regarding the POB, e.g., the applicant’s
permanent resident card lists China as the POB, you must request the applicant’s birth

23
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certificate to verify that the applicant’s city of birth is on one of the following islands: the
island of Taiwan (formerly called Formosa), Penghu Dao (formerly called Pescadores),
Kinmen Islands (Quemoy), or Nangan Dao (Matsu).

(4) If an applicant born in Taiwan writes “Taiwan, China” as their POB on a passport application,
you must contact the applicant to ascertain whether they prefer either TATWAN or CHINA as
their POB (Information Request Letter 707-06).

(5) A passport applicant whose previous U.S. passport(s) listed TAIWAN as the POB may
request that their new passport be issued listing CHINA as the POB. However, a passport
applicant whose previous U.S. passport(s) listed CHINA as the POB may not request that
their new passport be issued listing TAIWAN as the POB without evidence that the previous
POB was assigned erroneously.

(6) Passports may not be issued showing the POB as “Taiwan, China,” “Taiwan, Republic of
China,” or “Taiwan, ROC.”

“8 FAM 403.4 Place of Birth,” U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE Foreign Affairs Manual: PUBLIC,

accessed March 24, 2025, https://fam.state.gov/FAM/0SFAM/08FAM040304.htm1#M403_4_4_

D ; Yu-Wen Chen, “Taiwanese American Grassroots Lobbies on the Hill: A Case Study of the

Formosan Association for Public Affairs,” Issues & Studies, 43 (2007), pp. 55-56 ; Nadia Tsao,

“State Department clarifies birthplace entries:FAPA,” Taipei Times[Taipei], September 11, 2008,

p-3.

Christina Hu, “My Signature Represents Me: Writing in ‘Taiwanese’ on the United States

Census,” (May 26, 2020), accessed March 24, 2025, https://www.taiwaneseamerican.org/2020/05/

my-signature-represents-me-writing-in-taiwanese-on-the-united-states-census/.

Pei-te Lien, and Jeanette Yih Harvie, “Unpacking Chinese America: The Political Participation

of Taiwanese Americans in the Early Twenty-First-Century United States,” Journal of Asian

American Studies, 21:1 (2018), pp. 5-30.
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27 f7]4e:Wendy Cheng, “The Taiwan Revolutionary Party and Sinophone Political Praxis in New

York, 1970-1986,” Amerasia Journal, 45:2 (2019) ; Wendy Cheng, “The Red Sun Will Rise
Over Madison,” Amerasia Journal, 47:2 (February 2022), pp. 373-375 ; Wendy Cheng, “
“This Contradictory but Fantastic Thing’: Student Networks and Political Activism in Cold War
Taiwanese/America,” Journal of Asian American Studies, 20:2 (2017), pp. 161-191 ; L. Ling-
chi Wang, “Can Chinese Americans Afford to Lose the Fight to Obtain Justice for Henry Liu?,”
Amerasia Journal, 33:1 (2007), pp. 63-74;Chih-ming Wang, “Writing Across the Pacific: Chinese
Student Writing, Reflexive Poetics, and Transpacific Modernity,” Amerasia Journal, 38:2 (2012),
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pp. 136-154;Hsiao-Chuan Hsia, “TransAsia Sisters Association, Taiwan (TASAT),” Journal of
Asian American Studies, 22:1 (February 2019), pp. 103-112;Pei-te Lien and Jeanette Yih Harvie,
“Unpacking Chinese America: The Political Participation of Taiwanese Americans in the Early
Twenty-First-Century United States,” Journal of Asian American Studies, 21:1 (February 2018),
pp. 31-63.

® flde i W F (20239F ) NATSAF & X4k 4 Bl &85 L& £ A8 © ALChee-Hann
Wu, “NATSA 2023: Repositioning Taiwan,” (September22, 2023) Taiwan Insight, accessed
March 25, 2025, https://taiwaninsight.org/2023/09/22/natsa-repositioning-taiwan/ ; - ¥ B>
£ £ A3t 0 A Wen Liu, Huay Chen-Wu, Chia-Chun Jennie Chung, Michelle Kuo, and
Albert Wu, “Taiwanese American as an Aesthetic/Academic/Activist Concern,”(September 25,
2023) , accessed March 25, 2025,https://taiwaninsight.org/2023/09/25/taiwanese-american-as-
an-aesthetic-academic-activist-concern/.

2 (NTNU-UCLABI K& %o 258803t &) - skt "B 28R RS XEIE | ¢ https://
www.cla.ntnu.edu.tw/index.php/ntnu-ucla-taiwan-studies-initiative/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

(2025/6/1258) -

-232-



EEAFREILEZGEEHR - BATR R Y

MEEH BB - EE TR - 2BV S B2 R st s b Bua 25
PREVERE 138 - E i SO AT B BP R 2 - R DR AR B N Y BURE R T ~ A2
Bt B R B 3058 - B R (DDA E A L Rl o MM - 23R AMIEAEFEIL
RIS EE RS LB » UL Fe el A B G BT - SRR IR R A TR BUG B R (R
W - ik LRE B BRI AIEE TR -

ERRIYAER - UHAE R RER AR R B B R (L - B B e R i amal 5[ 28 5
5k o I - EZE AT IEE E A B S AN (U AR Bl B B (R A2 - (o B A e i
AR T EERE )  MEE AR E R E R diaspora (BERL) mhEFESEBIRAS
FRANAT R R B C N~ SR~ B SR F 5 I Z A RO SR B R Rk - 5 E K
i EEA B EREEE AMTER £ - BUa{t - #IAREZEE R EGEE
55 MHEM - —EREZ R AN QI FHE S Z U Fe 00 5 52 B 0 aw il AT iE
PR > ARBETE AN AT RRE B B B RO e A R S B 1

SRT - BEE S BB I 5 TR A 58 Fre B B 1l 57 ) % B B 0 B B PR RO BRI SR 0
ZBVIFREZR AR E LR EMH - WESRMALER > MEFIR
SENZEIHEM - e L 258 NREFE 2 BRI TR EE R A7 8 5T
(L EE M ERIRERK - HEED— M 5 Hps SRR B R s R RO BT Je i B -

L R E B i

(—) WA EEOR « 2 reil = NBUGEh Sy R 2

LR ZEP R ZR NABUEB 8 - EEREE S TP B — A A B IR
> ETERA(R PR RGN 2 AR E R & B N R E YA - 1960-
1980 X » Z2ELERNBNRBUETER » AR - EEFL TSNS T R EUA
REEAL  ZEELAPCRESRE - AAFEMAYZE At R P E R E - gl
LR (ZEANEES) ~ TEEN (FRNEZE) - DURSEBIYNIE George
Kerrf) (#HHEZE) - BENERRIBINEE B H 5 R R E

0ok (FREFLELRM) o (EERHR) o FloE R4 (2010F128) &

-233-



L EEAEF] B 85

TEME - R &R ABURE) B R SRR - 8 S am i it H B RS R Ve - 5
RS EY R SRR - (EmaR b T ZER AN RECRISHF - (e 68 fE 62 i
SEBIER - B SE BB B 2= AR

23E NWBUAE) B FCER 2 B2 TR EVEL - 1970-19804F (K » 235
ATEM 2B LB - FEiEER - Pl > BEEEET I HEZE LB BT
ZPCE - GlAHEE) (ZERRE) A0S - 19908 » 2 AMHMATCALE
HEEFEACES THHEZE A (write in Taiwanese census ) | /58 » &£ 7E2010
FERIFNEFEEBE AN S EERF » A AL 7T E#EE A E (China)
S (Taiwan) ' [FIFE - MTAYBOA S SR L EE R Z B BUA B
FEAFEE - EMIEEZEMRAEERBRE - fIU - 2£ NEEBE B EE K
2o B EE R REE A SR E SR - KRB LB wm AT -
i TEEAN, FWBCREMET RIS E SR - EERHEZEITREZEA
B2 RV ENRE A 8 « E e iR AR E R - P82 NBUEEF BT
By 0 MEZEAWBGE2HEANE—SIRRZEIRNTES  EEEREREPATE
LR FES T RIIREE -

(=) XALELE 7332 « ZEEPF e G232 AGERH - Z3REA

ol ANl B = T

LR 2B RN EZEBOR - WEZ R AN SRR R S th i 5 B 92
- BRI - BB REBUFEZEHT TRRKRERSE @ 228 AHE
BRESHZ T - K1 FEZ 1960 i/ EZ 8 A EHEB YR - g/ il
HI 22 51 B st S W A A B2 56 At B S L BRBUG R AR Z T SR - ZHE K
FESLESE - (ZEEG) ~ VFER) -~ (RER) FRINEREIR W > 8

170-171 »

Christina Hu, “My Signature Represents Me: Writing in ‘Taiwanese’ on the United States
Census,” (2020/5/26) , accessed March 24, 2025, TaiwaneseAmerican.org, https://www.
taiwaneseamerican.org/2020/05/my-signature-represents-me-writing-in-taiwanese-on-the-united-
states-census/.
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32 Christine Lin, “The Coalescing of a Taiwanese American Identity and Its Impact on US Policy
Considerations and Reporting, ” Global Taiwan Brief, 8:17 (September 2023), pp. 8-10.
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3% Joyce Chen & Leona Chen, “Remembrance & Resources: Learning About 228,” (February 28,
2021) Taiwanese American.org, accessed March 24, 2025, https://www.taiwaneseamerican.
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