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Chiang Ching-kuo's First Visit to the
United States in 1953

Chang-an Chen’

Abstract

In mid-September 1953, Chiang Ching-kuo, with the invitation from the
United States government, began his first visit to America for more than a month.
He traveled from the West Coast to the East Coast, visiting numerous federal
facilities, and state government institutions. He also visited various overseas
Chinese communities and met with Chinese diasporas. In Washington D.C., he had
opportunities to meet with many important politicians and Congressmen.

After returning to Taiwan, Chiang described his visiting experiences to public.
He continued to emphasize the anti-communist cooperation between the Republic
of China government (R.O.C) held by Kuomintang and the United States, as well as
the mission to reclaim mainland China.

This article aims to explore the purposes behind the invitation to Chiang
Ching-kuo, and discussion within United States government. It’s also in discussion
that Chiang Kai-shek and, his son, Chiang Ching-kuo made the considerations and
preparations for this visit.

After various complications and unexpected events, Chiang Ching-kuo was
eventually able to visit America. During the visit, he carried out the mission of
gaining support from overseas Chinese, actively engaging with American military,
political, and intelligent communities, and seeking for military aids and cooperation
with intelligent community as fundamental support to go against the Chinese
Communist Party’s (CCP) regime. Besides, he vigorously tried to understand the
system of government, customs and public opinion in America. The United States
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government also took this visit as an opportunity to evaluate Chiang Ching-kuo,
hoping that after this trip, he would change domestic security control policies in
Taiwan. Both the Kuomintang government and the United States government had
their own certain expectations and purposes to the visit.

Although Chiang Ching-kuo’s visit could not change United States
government’s view of him, nor could United States government change his original
attitude toward his works, Chiang Ching-kuo still obtained valuable experiences
through the visit. He also had opportunities for further intelligent cooperation with
the United States government for the oncoming intelligent operations and prepared

to meet the challenges in future.

Keywords: First visit to USA, Intelligent Cooperation, Experiences from Visit
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