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Strategic Ambiguity:
Analysis of the British Government’s
Discussion of the Sino-Japanese War
Status during the Battle of Shanghai

1937

Chun-hao Ying"

Abstract

By the mid-1930s, Great Britain was no longer the British Empire of the
18th and 19th centuries. After the prolonged devastation of World War I, Britain’s
national strength had faded, and the so-called “two-power standard” of naval power
had become a thing of the past. Therefore, while Britain managed to maintain
its prestige as a world-leading maritime power in the post-war era, the massive
reduction in its military strength led to a gradual decline in its actual influence in
international affairs, sometimes it even appeared to be faltering and inadequate.
Furthermore, facing the challenges posed by the resurgence of Germany in Europe,
Britain lacked the necessary resources to simultaneously manage the Far East.
Limited national strength, inability to manage affairs in both continents, and the
lack of strong allies meant that Britain was unlikely to adopt its previous strong
stance in handling Japan’s aggressive actions in China. It was likely that Britain
would have to retreat and opt for a diplomatic strategy of strategic ambiguity,
playing both sides with Japan, thereby indirectly maintaining its interests and
dignity in China.

Drawing on British Foreign Office archives (FO371), this article explores the

British government’s internal assessments and analyses of the Far East situation

Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University
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and the Sino-Japanese conflict, as well as its potential responses, during the Battle
of Shanghai in 1937. Crucially, the Foreign Office sought to exploit the fact that
China and Japan had neither declared war on the other nor publicly declared a state
of war. It thus explored the ambiguous legal space for countering Japan through
international law and conventions, drawing on the norms of international treaties
such as the League of Nations Covenant, the Nine-Power Treaty, and the Kellogg-
Briand Pact. This approach of strategic ambiguity, Britain hoped, would serve to
safeguard Britain’s existing interests.

Keywords: British Far East policy, Sino-Japanese War, League of Nations, Nine-

Power Treaty, Kellogg-War Pact



VUM SR = R D8 8 B 10 [ 5% 12 B
Ff v H 8% 3HIR R A Y G o B

1937 THEEBFER > P HEFHIGAERA > kT EFELHEREX
MRS - SRR RIL Mt & £ B AR E T AR - FIBIRRGERE 2R
o RIREIFEZ S AREE » Wy HRSE A28 o UEEE - R T E BN
il o YJET R B BIMIE K - H AN E SR fa T T B 2 K SR B E B 6
2% B R EBUTER - * RIS g R B 7EEE A F 1% 0 Fr

*

AXLEEAHMECLAHEFE TR FFRFARERAT THPERFRLRHRE
(NSTC 113-2410-H-019-010-MY3) #H 5 R R - W RRH W EE L FEEARBGFT T
BB ER  HFEEHM -

WA BHA C 20254F8 A25H 5 @i@F A B H 1 2025F10A88 -

Bl 2 KSR T AT R AT 2%

V193747 BESEARE  PRAERWGREIRELA L TR -8 AREGERSED
SrAS A F R AR o MAM037FT7 C 8 A M > B RIT T HHE N TIRES
S RIRE - (ERPEEHE) - T (FH 0 A5 XKREHRAE > 1989%F) » H659-
664 °

2 HABRBENHMEES LR (B ZBHEASREHETHESNFZS) (193748
A258) ~ (- EBHRASREHETH TwEESS) (193749A58) ~ (F=fEK
AAKEREPHELSNGFEEST) (1937F9A58) » MANBERHEEFLRI - (L
AfsAa s @il ) (R7: BREABEEFLRIN  1938F) > B0 13-15; B R4 FH
B (Pl AR =L SRR A B R =M Y ) (193748A268 ) » A

sk

41-



L EEAEF] B 86

£ > B R KSR B TS Bl - B S R R A R {18 R R A o Y T R R R
BERES  HAEERPHEEER > RAEE L  MERERFIRBE(EE
LA o ° REBEFFEINEEE - HARENTHHAECEWIARE
1w EEE#HEEGEN  RIRFE - DRI - BT HEETE IR ) i B
FIRER - EL B AW B B B BT - (B ZBR - A H AR 78 5 1 ] 4
HYRRE TR 28 - EBBUF a2 AT A RE 2

BE o EEH AR EENE G FE SRR - ¢ AR B B B E
AR HERE R B o RBELE L A I E A - SEF R A F AR - DL
HEZEFEZBNFREORE - REA LA EEE - BREHOTHEERARTEZ
HRE AN o FEANfR R CHREMRF W) (News Chronicle) ~ ({HBHZFEHE )
( Birmingham Post) ~ (SHHTE®EE ) (Manchester Guardian) E% > ¥H
WNEFEE i - B HEERRSHART - BZRREBREE S - &

HiTHY 5 1 7] g8 2 — R HY - ﬁﬁ‘:’:‘.ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁ%?ﬁh H AR A& B T AR RES 5
o A E R EER - AR - EEeEE R E B SRR K EH AR
=g - BEEEERMR L %Eﬂﬁ%%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@iﬁ%ﬁuﬁ@E[K S E

W — % (XARFRLIIERA)  F—8 (R¥ B LRAHES  1937F)  &”
9-10 ; <%%§é ) (193749A58) » AAKRE - (IARFEE O 2% b £
M) (KRR : i B BHTEAL - 19379F) » H25 -
3193748 9RA R - B AWELEA P B E ARSI E S BRABATHEL I TR
" HHES EETLARSERRAEAREITERITE - R THEF 7586
R MAE LR R ETRBE - B RRATHETE 50 B > 4 L Telegram
from Mr. Dodds, Tokyo,” 26 August 1937, FO371/20954; “Secret Message,” from Commander-
in-Chief, China Station to the Admiralty, London (Repeated to Rear Admiral Yangtze, British
Embassy Nanking, Commodore Hong Kong, British Ambassador Tokyo), 1 September 1937,
FO371/20955; War Office, “China and Japan,” Weekly Intelligence Summary, No.4 (based on
information received up to noon 9 September 1937), FO371/20955.
Y1936 B AWK  RAHEH FU B AN O AREELEF T B ATR
WAL 0 S HF & B BB S AR - BUFAM B RB KBS Ay dotn » FE s — B N SN IR 212
B9 o AR BB AR LEEAR L ERIFEEETR > FREEALTFITS % (@
fTad) (RW :BAEAELFITS - 19584 ) » H411-704 -
i %ﬂﬁ@él (FMsFH) ~ (MBRAFEER) AR (RANMFHR) FRETH - HERL G
#amA) o (FRHEAaMm) - FIEFH155% (19374118 ) > A34-

42-



FE AL ¢ R R B M 38 B BUR H P B BSR4

PERSEE — R SRR (DU —B) AYRINEFE - EEE WS - B[R ER
EAEE - IFEE) BATEERY T R REEYE . (two-power standard) v JRELEK Ry
75 o 0 AL —BRTR SE B AR R A R T S R B A BT - (RO
JIHIE  BRFESEEEREER LNEERE IR g > EREZESENE
FaE o hn b S — B R R B A AR BN A 1 BB PR - SR KR T3k
BOERBE - REEFHER S —#EE - AR R 28N D EAERER - 3L
[FIFERE M E B HI 1 H A - (H2 2 2 — B R YAl (e B RSB R R R 2 2 - SE BN
RIGHE - AHEBEERNER W AE% - FIHEEERETTERERH - 2ot
B HERE - AIRAYEST MR A FE R R 2+ DURcih = 5d K BR F B R A 3R

B - HEEREEEE S AR RBPREER - NRATREEGE T — R R IR
RER - oET HRERRE - WOEEBREINZ BRSO 22 [ - 2k B H AR Bl g -

>

fie i 28 B A Ry TR B AEZE AU s BA RS T -

o 1 YHR v Bk 301 ] 0 I 3 o R 3R D R R B O - K A] DA 95 Ty W 18 T
[ 2K E G (A R Y TR BUR R o F R S B R A — AU
HEHEFEENT ARFEROES  DRHR EBLEHENEE ; 5 ({2%
BIEUF A (PAOMNZER R - A IEHEAMETT - AgHES - BHE E5RET
F) NP HEFRERAR  RENRNENREBURG W - 05 2 ilgwmaEE
Y B B E - TR (R = R BOR BLE R B - W9 R Y T A
AR o ST — L B BRI OR P P B S 2 B [ B S Y R 2 B
R BCIERT LR R o (A EA o BRI TR o 3 DUE BT T AT
gt o MIRER—#k - DUREG BRG] - BIRNEE R R R B S - B

O —WATHRESFEES S FEAEN T RBARE o BREGELAA L R
v (B AE B B R 5 RS X0 3R B A M dE RN SR M R EAEAT B 5 B 0 i Fér A
N o2 —%iE o REZIMAREEOEN > Rk sy T —5842% ; (one-power
standard) - BEE N R E R R B RAEAT —EEHEE o % AStephen Roskill, Naval
Policy between the Wars: The Period of Anglo-American Antagonism, 1919-1929 (London,
Collins, 1968), p. 215.

-43-



B & fEdE Pl % 86 A

AR B3 HEEE LR - L0 - SRR S T R
P R - AV SR FE M N S W R © IS
B 15 D S B BT RO R - SOASTIO R (  IRFIA T TE B B a
VDR -

AL FEH RSN EEZE (FO371) - EABEIEHI193TEEERBEMS
MMEEEDAK - FEE R HESEZRE SRR ZEBUTANEH RN EREEE R
HIEEAE 307 > DAR ATREER BRI A fE 238 - Hrh i R RASERY - T2 HE R R
T R EAHEMEA TEFRAE ) BB - ° RN E S B R ik
BEEF - &8 (FEFEER) (League Covenant) ~ (JLBIA#]) (Nine
Power Treaty) ~ (FEBLAHK]) (Kellogg-Briand Pact) FEBIFEBRATHIFH - 3248
A ATREAE A BN H AR 22 ] - 35 SL R (RIS R T B - DU s B R
BH g o BLAN - VEE I BRSNS E AR B H AN A e Ry A Bt RE SR X S H I
[ i Ty B 8 B S ) B0 S B ] U o B

SREBIRES - YRR R BUGHEEAR - RE B ARG - '
BB LE NBRAGTE DL T » S B AR IR RS ] H AR E T - B AR A =R B Rk B

TOBARBERA MR GBI RIUR EFRN FROREREEERARTEFREE
BRX o SRR (RBARZHMFE  1937FXEH A A LEMRANE T H
) RABZEARBAXF S (EHABEGEH SR eFREEEHER) (&
WEE R FAT20265F M) 5 BRE 0 (RBEAR RECHRYMXEH A EH4 L
BHERGBHRE) > THRRES R ERABEATTE ) 2 BIBUEREAX
F8 0 202551 248 o

8 HATAREmEEA RV EEFOR T ARBEGAZIRRALG R E S AT
RENRS  AXARBHE > SAFMREE NIRRT ILEAE - A RRRE > RALZ
F 5 REEN (BRABFHEERBUTOBEMEIE) » (BREHFRER) ° 1998F %5
B (19984F9A ) » HI149-163 5 % F - (BN EHRBIMBEREOH B REL —
MAEANBRE T SHEsR) » (BERFHR)  2010F 528 (2010F5A) * B
131-144 5 2|48 > (FEREAE — BABFETERIGH B oReyEE) » (K
FE) - #1308 (1999548 ) » B120-141; %A # » (GHRBEBEIALET BN
HASHEL) > (RABBFHRE) > 2014F %28 (2014557 ) > B5-20; Wi % -
(PR L p AT o (P A A FARE T T ESR) 0 %3858 (20074-10A )
H203-219; Rt 5T (FEAH ot bpd s) (Ry: 2hEE 2012
) 0 E130-133

-44-



FE AL ¢ R R B M 38 B BUR H P B BSR4

BIPETE G R T B - ZRELZ Hify i DAZRE - REAR H AHE o0 3 3 B RIGE 8 g (2 5
BFAUTERE - SONRE R EAESEERTE N E T B EEE S - AR B ARtk
LERRTEIE T B FAE Y - BT ERR R S - A GBI - AZHR
AR+ AN E B BRI TR AE PR ITAN A i B PR AR B A o [ BESR M (5E - TT J2 B B A R A
[ P 2 B PR I A T L H B - (T Ry D B RR SR B R AT B 22 ] DASCAH H AS - e
REBEA T -

AN FRAEFRELARAGEHGELSFH Y

HHE - R THEF A NE S B TR B R RE HY B A R K S E B SR R
TSN EHGRE A EE TP IES ) (semi-official ) FIWRRE - BGEIBEIE A -
e [F) e 2 B AR A BT AV EERE - ° — 2K H A AR BB KR T E 8% - 1EE
SR FRE O B RANFE - DEE—DRRSE » 2EH H @Rk ey
HEBHRFEN - — B BEERRFERR R - RACGHIERE 3 =KEEH
AIEER M E R AN EEET S - REKIUE R ES KB I TTHMEZE - DR
REE B A 2 B R PR R -

ok THEX  WHEEH o RIFBFEAE R A KE4E (C. W. Orde, Head of the
Far Eastern Department * §3% ) ~ R FHBAM L 54F  FEBEM & RERN (G G
Fitzmaurice, Legal Advisor * &3F) ~ # & #4945 (Nigel Ronald) ; HEIHRHZ @AA :
Captain Syfret * Mr. Seal’A ZMajor Grover¥ A ° % L“Note by Mr.Seal, Admiralty,” 19
August 1937, FO371/20954.

-45-



L EEAEF] B 86

— ~ fiE R P

ShAZ g B R R 1 e AR R A o (E R i BT B H AR R RER I R X - —
TEANFREITE "EFRER ) (belligerent rights) - 5 FHAE A B /K ER EUES 85
178) - RREFHRANE EE ) - (B2 AR AR 55 25 B 1258 U B Y A1) 2 -
i K I BRI AR o R B2 H AR BRI - KR8 B RITIE R
FRSHE RS ] R RS TT > 2B HER - FfH - HABERA A seth & SR - H
BORTL GG MTE T Er - SR - SR A i DRV B RV sk R B - AR H
AR—BATHE TECFREA AR BETT RN - KEBLEEHE - LEEE - AR
IGEARESES - N EEIE Y & A R B - Rl th & sl o B e 36 EoR Y BE
Bt o AR FOETHET (e R H At G R P B L (EEMEEE - BiB) AR
Bfit & > AIRE R BIFE S HIIRS] - ML /A CHE B2 B M ED (2
SR ) o DAEETTRAEEAESE - LERIMNEINEINE DU #E H B Ry
HETE - RS AmEANAEE - ] EESLEYEERiET - 5

FEITERGA R o AL - B A EAE B ELE K EGE T I TE R SREE S5E S - B
KEE R E L HBAGR -

FARNEE - AR ETREES - (R O7 BRI — RO G R E AT A E
ISR - R0 EVIRER RS - 5 Al Gt - SRR BB 8RR

%{%012

ZF
\r

O REEEME ARSEATRETEMRENSETY 0 A AR ERS THT (@) W®ET
tE 0 AE R A2 BRI RS FAHRE o MEINE KB REE Y KM P
REFMHAHL > BHBEMILB A Kk ¥ AR Fa9L R - BB E3H879 5]
AW R G RA T > F AT - CF B BB A3 E B R AT I BT AT 8 6 R

(1937) ) » (EBEHRBELER) - H740 (20250128 ) o AR A B AL EH 44
Bl w54 T A B E R BRI ] ey ok 0 Mt e B R B o

U R AHRGRREES  — DR TR EPUT N EAE A B 2 MR KRR - 3
B 52 3 b 5 i — e B R IR R S 0 124 5 V4B A B R AFd4e o “Note by
Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.

12 BA— s M SR B F AT 09 34 s 23 BUR 0 4 RUSteve Dunn, Blockade: Cruiser Warfare and
the Starvation of Germany in World War One (Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 2016).

-46-



FE AL ¢ R R B M 38 B BUR H P B BSR4

T BRRE R AT ¢ TEME, - TSI ) BT RRIHRER]

HR > ST g E ARy "I ek h et el o MR B 0
AL ERREEENE o T HAT PR R R IER " E8, (declaration of
war) - HIRAEAMEAN "TEFHREE ) (state of war) HYEIE - FIFLA R ILE K
A BERIBERE D ARENR T ESEAT "B, o 1B E S AOGETT
frsE e g - BN EBIESE P aE SR8 - DR EERHRE S EL - &
Z AT eV B R THIRRE IR - S B SEZAN (AT AT -

AR SN AT B B g B B e o SR A A - B U EE BT - HEw b T ERSE
REF ) AT EHESE - SHAREEE THCFAER], - AR T HE EDE
"/ABAEAT , (an open avowal ) A "HEFHIRRE ; o AR - HARHEBEREEHN
et EE - SUARTEENY T SPEREESE ) ZREUE

[EIEEE - B T PRFEISE ) R FAEMUE RIS SRR B o ot
BRI Z B o BB e A AR 2 R TR B X
BRMAEA TEFRE )  AlESA T ~EFE  WRERE TEE, s
A TEFHRE S o BT AR BB ERIE 2 At - SEBE R R EE - i HE
R 2 BB EINGER < > BEERBREGNEERIER  REREEEE
B HTEE CASHE A T ECFHIREE ) - MR REETT T ECFRER] o PREESER
TH) - 05 2 - BB E B B R ER B f i - saai LAl T EEHIR
& ARG LRMEERTTE) - & A ACHCEE G SR A = B E T B
78y - "

ARMEZHFNREER  HEBBFHARNVTHHRFFRAVEL -
BE— MR AR © FERIANRAAREB R HAEA T EFHRE , - TR AAE
17 TERFHEA ) ETTESHAVES o RGRE T AR ORRRE o EEANR HAEAEAR
A TEFHRRE o EPBEE KRR E TS TR, o ERA

13" “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954. 3tJ& S 24 F A Bl k8 $F 093
o LRI S F IR RN kR0 AR 0 R ity 5 E A E B Mr. Seal & &
i R

47-



L EEAEF] B 86

S T B SR R B R S A e BB R 2 - S R R R T R B AR E - Al BFEARH AR
AREEEEE " EE T EFHRE  FRRNBEBREER - IEEAE TR
PR BT SPIRRERR ) ZTAE T IO 22 [ S P S B SR ] SR HGE L e B Y 8
o RIRESHNEENERE? FEE - BT #OEEDEI R AN -
INAZER R R I RE Ry - SE B BET r] ASR R R B IR B9 3785 - R SERR AGE
HEA TECFHIRRE ) AYRTHE T BEFDL TERET S (acquiesce) SEEEZ HAE
AR o

SRIM » AT (R B L2 &1 T PR A B B AR 07 855 - E3RE 1B Ol h VMBI IE
TR - S s (R B R AR - H— » EHITEE - ~ME
ETBREASITY - WA HEFEEE EARIFESR 7 - B HAWENE
it 2 B - T ALE SRR EERET - rIRE S NP R e - W ERERE
EERR R HAR TRIEE , (aggressor) « P HFZ > HEIAA T HEERMESHIE
B BTN - BB R A it (B2 R - R R B e R R
LA -

=~ BRI ~ SRR B e S ]

HINAZ ~ i L S 17 PR o R A A B B AR T R AR > —HHAMERE T
FHER] ) o AR BUKISCETT HHES SRITEY - R AT RE G P AR T 2R AN [F] B
R H—2 T HEEGOR R 2 E AN - fe30ha B BRI B R (hE s HU2 e
RERERHE - HSHREE BR BT ARG o AR (TR - AR
[l fes AFHE BT R 5T -

Bt IR HZMESEERENER - EREEES T T HE, o HAil
BIZ B G REE T HEEEARE EEA TEFHREE ) o BB T (Bl
HEg) MovARE (BIEREREW) (CUNERE (EY) ) T ARHE - AH
ATRHBEIREE - b H @R g BESIEE BB HAVEF - B (BH) 5

14" “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
15" “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.

-48-



FE AL ¢ R R B M 38 B BUR H P B BSR4

- E BRI T HiRE S B EEOR H AR AR EAHBA B AT - DU B B 284
FEPEA - RBEHEH AP NGRS 0E - —HHAREREEHERAE - BKE
I CHRAT) BT NRALE - B PBRI BE S pe RIS s = - T U, g B EE
HAGEE " i EEAIRIBIZE | (covenant-breaking State ) [i] " Fi/A HYEE 2 lEA B
1% 22 E PR E R R A TGRS (“...the severance of all trade or financial relations, the
prohibition of all intercourse between their nationals...”) - '® B—HEEIEN - EEH
FEEEDRBE G ERTE BRI H AR - (R AR R oans b
B H A BRI MR - fBIR LB AT -

HR2MEFHERERRWGREAZBIERER— R - HEBKER - [FEITIE
IFEE - RTRETE Sy NS - o BIBS R BN/ AMRE » SRR TR AR HERSE -
BCEF L REE R ACERE R » BER G H 3 SRR AR AR T
ARG o ARTMANSL - EEIAS R HpeEEE S | T EH B E G EAHIZEA], (“old
fashioned rules of neutrality”) - SRG EIAEFE S B Al 4t » (L2 M 2E I RIh 30 & a2k
B EBIRVMMEE KL TFE TR HI HAE - EE TGN R E
I TE ST TEY o

RIRE - A0SR BEE TG AT 6 "B REA - EEREAE (B R
bk BUBIRS [ HARECEES - AIRE G L EE A H ZHEF - SR
BB A AR o RSB — B At HEGF - REARER G P R — Ry
B - RBR G SRR A SME B P

—_
[=2)

(Bey) FHEMRT - 2R "FRAEBE ) wird A (By) > Ak F i XMk
oo HHSERE  AEAER (BY) EARFOREER (R +TEERAL - 8la
SIEREB) WML BQEFRFATE  RETAEAEENE » RANREEF - H
#» (B #) > % A“The Covenant of the League of Nations (Including Amendments adopted to
December, 1924),” Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, accessed January 19, 2021,
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/leagcov.asp.

17" “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
18 “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
19 “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.

-49-



L EEAEF] B 86

M9~ 78 L) 8 GEAFIDY BB HA R EerE

FNEEGSEENRECE  REUINZEERENEXERE (G. G.
Fitzmaurice, Legal Advisor, Foreign Office > 5% ) & &t ¥ HEZEEEE L -
— H B RACEFT - AIREW R AIBI PR RS R R - TR R ECRETAS - B I E
B H 73 A R H R BR AR A BERFHRRETR - A AR R HIBIREIG R - R EE
HRANZGLEES (BEEBEER) KEEHER - A8 - A ARG K2 EE

(IEER KT B CLBEAKT) -+ BEF B ] DL REBEAR » 1 0E WA ff 2 50 Fh = HesE
% S H AT R B Rt B FE T

B g (FEELAK) ZRER - AT BRI ESTE - UMk (FEE
NHT) o R AR E - BHFB BB E BB BRI TE - [
ANEREUFISEF B DLAMNY J7 3 - SRR BIRE AU R AR o CORERAAT ) ME—REFHY
BRFELE - (EIRA M T EHE,  (self-defense) » JRANE T HEHTIMNEI S A A E
FETHIEBITR 82k T T G1ER# ) (legitimate protection) 7N E R1EE
SN L o BEIGTERRER Ry - Bk T —# A 4 (average person) HYFRHEZRER » HA
TEHR BRI AT MR fy - R E AR EE B Re: - R H ARG R E A
RRE » H AT 2 G 588 DU 5 AR b g B v B 2 R P T - E 2 A
B R E B FE BRI T - %

BE L 193 FERIIL— /\NEE DU 19324F By —— /\FE& - HARE
FEE T 1 stk e B - DUEEE AT REE N (BIFEBRR ) (ERHARM AR HE
BRERER ) DLR (FRERAKT) (HAMBRZEEE ) FRE - RO - 5k
HEME - BREETER - A ARBERINANEENER - HHAWITE)
RS FEASHEEF A ARSI A REENK (JEEAR) 28 - R T
FHIRRE | (astate of war) BREBEREWME > TLAR—EEEHEN " HH
(a declaration of war) JE= - fEEBEREREFH - FFLEFHA L EREE
AEEHWER - ARG EA TEFRE,  MIEHAECERBR T FERE -

20" “Memorandum on the Legality of the Japanese Action in China,” by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Legal

Advisor, Foreign Office, 31 August 1937, FO371/20955.

-50-



FE AL ¢ R R B M 38 B BUR H P B BSR4

HEEB L AR AR-HEHREETES - 2 HMBER A EHA R FHE
B MELGEE#H AT - nJLIRIUHS EAIER - hBIER 2 B RAEl
% MRS IR A EME O ARFR AT - (E2F O N N LAY B ERF B R A5
AR AAEST (GREAK) o FrDEE (R m bR - Bk s g oA - HIfEH
A A ER - BRI EARFHIRGE - (ERATLEER EEE A ARTKEHRI
BFE TR EH T GEELN) -

i HASEZATRERRFER GREAK)) FRrrsFoRir - TR EERE
EZHEEE - PCERING RNEETFRRERIERL E - HILEFINE
HEEBECFAYFEHE o AN E L ET RN - st R G - BB H W
B BRI AV S E 28 - ORE N A ARV 2 N DU R & PR AU
FFEAIGMA - AT DAESR HAME R (GRERARY) BUE - ST REPRIURI S B
AR RS B b B 5 U0 H A E R AL BE AT 8 > iRt T (4t
FOKT) T T 60 515 B T ME ) £ P A0 - '

HR - wh CUBEIAKT) 2KER - sl S e s v B B g I (7 - DU BUR AT
BB SH 58, - B UM A A SEEIERTTE) - SR8 E A
KIBRE - AR AR ERARIETEEL - HEDEWHEAGEE BT B
i W ER TR RIS MG - PrDUE R HAE A R EET - (HHEAT
FBBAGR  HELET (LBEAKT) MHBEHE -

A RBRIGRAFE (—)
CEFR AR 0B M

\|

FEHERR > #tH HARE A P KOS B AT HUEE S R

=

HAZ D

IR

7

2l “Memorandum on the Legality of the Japanese Action in China,” by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Legal

Advisor, Foreign Office, 31 August 1937, FO371/20955.
“Memorandum on the Legality of the Japanese Action in China,” by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Legal
Advisor, Foreign Office, 31 August 1937, FO371/20955.
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2 Minutes of Foreign Office, “Japanese Blockade of Chinese Coast: Stopping of British Vessels,” 8
September 1937, FO371/20955.

“Memorandum by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Far East Department, Foreign Office,” 2 September 1937,
FO371/20976.
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25 Sir John Frederick Maurice, Hostilities Without Declaration of War: An Historical Abstract of
the Cases in which Hostilities Have Occured between Civilized Powers prior to Declaration of
Warning, from 1700 to 1870 (London: His Majesty's Stationery Office, 1883).
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27 H. Lauterpacht, ed., International Law By L. Oppenheim (New York and London: Longmans,
Green & Co., 1937), Vol. 11, p. 240.
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2 A LB RERA M T BFARE ) S50 0 39 % AForeign Office, “Position Where
States Make War Without A Previous Declaration with Special Reference to the Sino-Japanese
Dispute,” 3 September 1937, FO371/20976.
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30 “Minutes by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Far East Department, Foreign Office,” 27 August 1937,
FO371/20954.

SUpAs T gkuFday ) B TP addtal , X M3 0 3 A “Minutes by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Far
East Department, Foreign Office,” 27 August 1937, FO371/20954.
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3200 E3RE AT 0 A “Minutes by G. G. Fitzmaurice, Foreign Office,” 23 August 1937,
FO371/20954.

33 “Situation in the Far East & British Shipping in the Far East,” Draft Conclusions of the First
Meeting of the Cabinet Committee, 8 September 1937, FO371/20976.
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35 “Minutes by C. W. Orde, Foreign Office,” 23 August 1937, FO371/20954.
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ALColin Mackie, compile, A Directory of British Diplomats: The Diplomatic Service List:
Alphabetical Directory of Diplomats M-Y (London: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office, FCDO Historians, 2014), Part 2 of 4, p.467.

“Minutes by Ralph Clarmont Skrine Stevenson, Adviser on League of Nations Affairs,” 23
August 1937, FO371/20954.

“Minutes by Robert Vansittart, Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,” 23
August 1937, FO371/20954.
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# “Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
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“The British Library of Information, New York to the Far Eastern Department, Foreign Office,
London,” 30 August 1937, FO371/20955; “Sino-Japanese Dispute: Failure of United Kingdom
and United States to Cooperate,” Minutes of Foreign Office, 16 September 1937, FO371/20955.
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46 «“Note by Mr. Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
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Seal, Admiralty,” 19 August 1937, FO371/20954.
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