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State and Children’s Health:
Primary School Health Education in Taiwan in
the 1950s and 1960s

Shu-ching Chang’
Abstract

This paper is aimed at clarifying the relationship between government
instruments/departments as agencies and primary school health education as
recipient. It explores how primary schools began their health campaigns, how the
operations were conducted and what the implications were. The 1950s and 1960s
have been selected as the time segments for explaining and analyzing the complex
tripartite relationship among school health education, government departments, and
students’ health.

In post-war Taiwan, school health organizations referred respectively to the
health education committees as formed by representatives from the provincial,
county and city health and education departments for their respective areas. Schools
with their emphasis on the establishment of the health instruction system were
being charged with the duty of training school nurses, the setting up of the school
health education organization, and its promotion as reinforced by the mother/
sister association. Owing to the complex contents encompassed in primary school
health education, this research can only focus and elaborate on such areas as health
teaching, morning inspection, tuberculosis examination, trachoma and head lice
control. Nevertheless, this research will reveal not only the problems with health

tasks in primary schools, but also hold that the planning and implementation of

* Assistant Professor, Department of Medical Humanities and Social Sciences , College of Medicine,

Chang Gung University.

-90-



B B SR E AR ¢ 1950-60F BB RER N EEAF

these tasks were capable of showing the strength of the nation in developing healthy
Taiwanese children, while Taiwanese children were in their return also responsible
for the important mission of disseminating health knowledge and skills in order to

keep the nation healthy.

Keywords: School health, health instructor, morning inspection,

health education.
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