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Japan’s Responses and Solutions to
Shipping Securities on Upper Yangtze
(1920-1925)

Chun-hao Ying*
Abstract

In the first half of 1920s, Japanese shipping and business on Upper Yangtze
were greatly threatened by the civil wars and unrests in Szechuan. But, its
geographical conditions and independence from the Peking government weakened
the Japanese diplomats and consuls’ regular negotiations, and refrained their Navy
from taking operations. It was not an easy work for Japan to get what it wanted.
Besides, The Szechuanese attacks on Japanese vessels were not brought up by the
anti-Japanese sentiments but for practical purposes of illegal taxes and transportation.
However, due to Japanese steamers’ having got involved in the civil wars in
Szechuan, some military factions began to resent the Japanese, resulting in serious
Sino-Japanese conflicts. Finally, since 1922, the Japanese Navy has to take the hard
line to deal with the navigation securities on Upper Yangtze. This strong military
interference, regardless of the doubt as to its effectiveness on the improvement of
this situation, whether it can improve the situation or not, must arouse more violent
anti-Japanese movements, such as boycotts and demonstrations, that would surely
make Upper Yangtze shipping issues more complex. The meditation between the
Navy’s interference and the avoidance of anti-Japanese campaigns by the Japanese
diplomats, consuls and naval officers was a challenge to their determination and
decision.

*  Assistant Professor, Institute of Oceanic Culture, National Taiwan Ocean University.
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