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Wen Wanjin and the Collapse of the
Luku Base

Yueh-shuen Hsueh”

Abstract

It has been commonly believed that the Luku Communist base was discovered
by the Counterintelligence Bureau because it found in Wen Wanjin’s house a
notebook he had kept during his training at Luku. However, that was only an
ostensive clue that led to the break of the Luku case. The arrest of Wang Zhi, which
allowed the Bureau to find out the location of the base, was also an important factor.
In addition, there were many fundamental and longer-term developments that
caused the demise of the Luku base.

First of all, money for the Luku base was an urgent problem that its leader,
Chen Benjiang, needed to solve. The poor financial situation made it difficult for
the base to survive.

Secondly, life in the mountains was not easy. Members at the base were
required to engage in “labor training” by cutting firewood, burning charcoal,
farming and other works, but they were still kept on short commons. They were
also dissatisfied with the collective oath and family implicated punishment that
had been imposed upon them after the Yuguiling incident. Cadres were of uneven
quality and qualifications, and there were often disputes or even power struggles
among them. Moreover, the leaders forbade members to marry local women yet
secretly doing so themselves, which angered the members. The base had already
been in an unstable condition by 1952.

Thirdly, Chen Benjiang and his comrades thought that the environment of Luku
was not secure enough and they had to expand outwards. Hoverever, local residents

Researcher, Academia Historica
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in the mountains were a close community, which could not be easily penetrated. On
several occasions the Luku membes were almost spotted by the police.

Furthermore, Chiang Kai-shek's military-political establishment in Taiwan
became much more secure after the Korean War, and government control over the
island grew stronger. There were more and more ways for the intelligence-security
network to remove domestic threats, and such situation made it increasingly
difficult for Communist underground to operate. Wen Wanjin, Wang Zhi or
someone else related to the Luku base would have inevitably been discovered and
arrested, so that the police would have learned about the existence of the base.

These were the real reasons that led to the collapse of the Luku base.

Keywords: Wen Wanjin, Wang Zhi, Chen Benjiang, Counterintelligence Bureau,
Luku Incident
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