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Chiang Kai-shek and the Question of Chinese
Representation in UN, 1961

Cheng-hua Wang*
Abstract

In 1961 the 16" General Assembly made a resolution of Important Question to
guarantee the Republic of China’s seat at UN till 1971. But on October 25, 1971,
Resolution 2758 was passed by the General Assembly, withdrawing recognition of
the ROC as the legitimate government of China and recognizing the representatives
of the PRC as the sole legitimate representative of China. During the years John F.
Kennedy took the presidency of the United States (1961-63), the State Department
debated over the issue of two Chinas from time to time, and Chiang Kai-shek cast
a veto to block the admission of the Mongolian People's Republic to the United
Nations (1961). The relations between USA and ROC thus turned tense. Later,
Chiang gave up the veto in exchange for Kennedy’s recognition that ROC still was
the only legitimate government of China and that PRC should not be admitted into
the UN. It was at this point that the General Assembly made an important decision
that the Chinese Representation was passed as Important Question Resolution.

This paper explores how the Republic of China negotiated with the United
States, “chi-rep” question transformed from Moratorium to Important Question
Resolution, and Chiang Kai-shek interacted with John J. Kennedy and the State
Department in order to maintain ROC’s seat in UN.

This paper is divided into four sections: (1) the issue of two Chinas, (2)
initiation of an important question of Chinese Representation, (3) the giving
up of the veto in exchange for the representation seat at UN, (4) the formation

* Senior Researcher,Academia Historica.
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of a research committee and the process of passing of the Question of Chinese
Representation.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Yeh Kong-cho, Dean Rusk,
Important Question Resolution, the Question of

Chinese Representation.
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