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The Forces of National Government Entering
Xinjiang during the War (1942-1944)

Su-lan Kao’
Abstract

In 1933, the National Government intended to control Xinjiang by taking
advantage of the change of Xinjiang regime, but because of inadequate
understanding the political situations in Xinjiang, so it resulted in mislead policy.

Then Shen Shih-tsai adopted the pro-Soviet policy and the Soviet influence
entered into Xinjiang, excluding the forces of National Government out of the
province. Yet the National Government did not give up; it tried to win Xinjiang back
several times before the War, but in vain. Until Shen broke up the relation with the
Soviet, and the Chief Commander of the Eighth War District, Chu Shao-liang, was
ordered to negotiate with Shen Shih-tsai. The forces of National Government were
then able to get hold of Xinjiang after ten years of disengagement.

The National Government and Shen worked side by side, the former is
responsible to the issue of economic cooperation and the latter responsible for the
negotiation of the withdrawal of the Soviet officials and troops. The influence of
the Soviet was finally removed from the province.

Then the National Government sent its personnel to enter into Xinjiang in
charge of the diplomacy and party affairs, as a cadre of replacing Shen’s forces in
the future. During 1942-43, all sorts of arrangements were settled down and they
started their task in Xinjiang.

The Soviet was rather unhappy about being expelled from Xinjiang and tried to
create military conflicts on the border, leading to the deterioration of the relations
between the National Government and the Soviet. The Soviet claimed that
Shen was an obstacle to the friendship between both two nations. The National
Government also decided to replace Shen. In 1944, Shen was transferred to the
position of the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, the National Government
completely controlled over Xinjiang finally.

Keywords: National Government, Shen Shi-tsai, Xinjiang, Soviet.

Researcher, Academia Historica.
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