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The Tang-wai under Surveillance:
A Case Study of Chen Chu’s File in
the Archives of the National Security
Bureau, 1978-1979

Ching-hsuan Su”

Abstract

Existing literature, mostly relying on oral history and memoirs of the Tang-
wai activists (political dissident), point out that the Tang-wai gradually became
an organized opposition against the Kuomintang (KMT) rule through publishing
dissident magazines and participating in elections. However, due to limited
availability of the official sources, these studies could not describe how the KMT
government viewed the Tang-wai. This article utilizes the newly disclosed archives
at the National Security Bureau, specifically the “Operation of Green Valley” that
recorded its surveillance on Chen Chu, in examining how the Tang-wai movement
was seen as a challenge and a threat by the KMT government. The surveillance
record reveals that a sense of crisis, caused by government repression, was a factor
driving the Tang-wai activists to unite and connect with each other. Following the
search and arrest of Chen Chu by the Taiwan Garrison Command in June 1978,
different generations of the Tang-wai cooperated in an effort to rescue her. The
U.S. government also expressed its concern on Chen’s case and exerted pressure
on the KMT. After her release, Chen was troubled by rumors that questioned her
loyalty to the cause. She kept dispelling the rumors with clarifications and finally
regained trust and understanding from her Tang-wai colleagues. The security

agencies concluded that Chen’s clarifications enhanced communications within the
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Tang-wai and helped form “an informal organization.” This was a development
unexpected by the KMT. The Tang-wai became united in this crisis but also
experienced division during the 1978 elections, which worried Chen. However,
those splits did not stop the push for further organization of the Tang-wai, and the
founding of the Formosa Magazine was an important result.

Keywords: Tang-wai, Kuomintang, Chen Chu, National Security Bureau,
Surveillance
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