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Subjectivism of the Indigenous Peoples
and Its Challenge: The Mountain
Administration Reform Project in Postwar
Taiwan, 1950-1954

Jun-shiung Liu’

Abstract

The Mountain Administration Reform project, the first and a key turning
point in the strategy of governing indigenous peoples in Taiwan, was adopted
by the Republic of China after World War II. The process of formulating this
project, beginning with research by the staff of the Presidential Office, to planning
by the various Taiwan provincial agencies, and finally to the desk of President
Chiang Kai-shek, signaled the government’s initial position on its indigenous
policy. At the suggestion of Tao His-sheng, Presidential Advisor, and Wang
Min-ning, Presidential Chief-of-staff, the project considered the historical fact
of cultural differences between indigenous people and the Han, and proposed
resource distribution and going native. At the Taiwan provincial agencies, different
viewpoints on cultural domestication and cultural exchange were debated while
considering various policy options. On one side, the “generalization” option
argued for a reshaping of indigenous administration into regular local government
under the Republic of China. On the other, the “unified rule” option proposed a
focus on police control in mountain administration, a combination of police and
administrative affairs, and a joining of administrative, military and police agencies.

This paper examines the formation of this early project from the perspective of
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indigenous transitional justice. It is hoped that such a historical review would
remind our government to respect the subjectivity of the indigenous peoples and
allow the Plains indigenous people to restore their identity and reclaim the land

they had lost in postwar period.

Keywords: Subjectivism of Indigenous Peoples, Assimilation, Going Native,
Historical Injustice, Historical Sociology
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