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Reappraising the Characteristics of the
Authoritarian Regimes of Chiang
Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo:

The Sedition Case of Bo Yang

Fu-chung Li

Abstract

Most researchers deem the 40-year rule of Chiang Kai-shek and Ching Ching-
kuo as authoritarianism. Few detailed analyses or assessments exist, however, on
the characteristics and features of the Chiang family’s authoritarian regime. This
article tries to examine the case of Bo Yang (aka Kuo Yi-tung), the famous writer
arrested and jailed in 1968 for his translation of a Popeye comic, in illustrating how
Chiang Ching-kuo controlled Taiwan’s security agencies in the 1960s. While re-
examining this case, it is also revealed that intelligence agencies and governmental
officials gave very preferential treatments to the third generation of the Chiang
family in the early 1980s, when the issue of leadership succession on the island
remained sensitive and unclear. The study thus highlights the patrimonial nature
of the Chiang regime. Under nearly four decades of Chiang’s rule, especially the
absolute control of security agencies by the family, many governmental officials
ignored the principle of civil service neutrality and gave their allegiance to certain
individuals instead of the country and the people. This article contends that
the monopoly of state power by a single family was an important feature of the
authoritarian rule of Chiang Kai-shek and Chiang Ching-kuo that should not be
overlooked.

Keywords: Chiang Ching-kuo, Chiang Kai-shek, Bo Yang, Popeye, Authoritarian
Rule, Patrimonial

* Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University
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19704F FHBUAE i /EdE (Samuel Huntington) FlClement H. Moore& #@

Authoritarian Politics in Modern Society: The Dynamics of Established One-Party Systems
( (EntE 2 BAHERE - B —ERHZE8 E) ) —F Wk T EREHR
RERERRAEBRBEHRN (AREHEZEIHAL) —x ' EE2KE
i B — R R B R S B RS SN T B R 2, (Authoritarianism)
F T ECMEECES . (authoritarian regime) FYBUAEEMEIE T - °

*k

AXGFEBRF > BLELEFEARMG T RERER  FHILBGH - X PR ALS
REZIR BTTHEHFATERIE -
HAE B C 2021F5 A 108  d@BFE A 0 202145-8A 48 -
B s BUs R 52 B A R 8l Fdk
Tai Hungchao (#%48) , “The Kuomingtang and Modernization in Taiwan,” in Samuel
Huntington and Clement H. Moore, eds., Authoritarian Politics in Modern Society: the Dynamics
of One-Party System (New York: Basic Books, 1970), pp. 406-436.
FEERBBARLT EREE 5 RBAE R LT > FARER "R, ~ TR
MER | FHEFHEBENGEUT > 185 24RF# e " — 84, (one-party system) 2
T# K, (preponderant) %7 % - ZX L ZH ELBEABN B —EMRHT > &k TH
B 04 8 R AR o 8152 4 Samuel Huntington /232 £ % — % » 348 £1950-1960 4 1%,
B R E B S L A1950F A AT — ¥ M R ey ki AR E (RPP) Aarbik - iM% A
AR —m#E 52 BmABRKKESE - RARSGSEHAL "TREEL, » R1BY
RAEAT m# A o 4 AL.Samuel Huntington and Clement H. Moore, eds., Authoritarian Politics in
Modern Society: the Dynamics of One-Party System, pp. 16-22.

-41-



B 4548 F] %69

Frad b £ 5% - RHEEBEMA HEEHL ML (Juan J. Linz) R1964%
Frie I BORZE MGy « FHL MR Z AT DABH BB TR avHGw - R EFEZH D
W+ FEERREBHEFMmME L2 (Totalitarianism) ZREUBEURZH " JE
REedE ) BFE - EEEEBMIGIERRIEIER EBOE » 70 52 5 R 72 B 1
SRR (Joseph Stalin) AU - SR MEAZMGERIIE R " B2 ) AU -
"AIEEE N R R R R ER R (continuum) > R —EHE—
f&% (sui generis) AUBUERER | - ° BIZMRIE —BUASE G - TET DL O
1936-19754F 1A P PE A #I#h BHBF ECiE (Franco Regime) - & A DLZE FH7E[A] IRF
IR A T W B L HEE - fER7# (Antonio de Oliveira Salazar) - * B H
S R R R O R R T R TEET S Cclerical-fascists) BUiEs I - ° thA
I+ FE19704E N AETEFT AR A E T » 19494 2 B 1A 28 3% /' 5 ECRERR AP a8
BT EER A ATE - BEBRNMOTELIMIFIHCREE % - KREEAH
SEEMEEEE TETRFHE, P UHARERE THETE, - T (HEH

Juan J. Linz, “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes,” in Fred I. Greenstein and Nelson W.
Polsby, eds., Macropolitical Theory (Reading, Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing, 1975),
pp. 178-179.

YW B T A19324F 519684 ke RE A - 428 (Antonio de Oliveira Salazar) #E4E4238

S pFR R TAYRRGE @ BUF 0 R38R KT £ wA B 4 (Vaterldndische
Front) i shak oy B3| W35 B (Federal State of Austria, 1934-1938) ° 193843 » M3
Fl o ¥ A B 0 SR B BUR o R R A R BB S o SRR A L E P
IR AT B 4 B SRR AP IR R BT BUR &) 0 RRRR R R AR M AR Koy R
— b 4 4 R ARAE BURY - 4 AJuan J. Linz, “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes,” in Fred I.
Greenstein and Nelson W. Polsby ed., Macropolitical Therory, p. 197.

HhE (AEREZAZABRERENOFMEAY) (19514F1H88 ) - A bkt R
Bes (AMAEsazlwm) (Fb: FRuEEE X BEAE  1951F)
H170-171° % 4k » 1950F A B R E R E R B @R LI BT A NG A8A 148 £ M &%
KR HAEFREIEMGRE T HREREL O T - RERMBH T WGT Ty 0 e
BB R R GREA o e KA EELHRAEREZREROBEL - | FRLEMNE -
(REASBYE A0y 4t) (19504F8A148) » A (FHEARE) P RUEEF€4H
(R MA T EZIT) » 115

TN E1950F R 0 kSR X RFEHTETA T a b PR A0k THAAE BT

#l4e1952F10 A R ABHREFH CREAREKRGY (RERBERRD)  AF=ZFF =

ey TARR T m A TR F o AT TARYRE K 2 AEZEHRES > (B

) o HUM (Fdk: PERBHEE > 197455408 ) » B240 ~ 245 - 3 4195148 A

260 ABRERSHE oL ERM Y A28 s T AdPREGKEALN, 5 1952F10A
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Boe ® ORI F AR AT MBS (E » AR TR 43 3 B (AT DU 0 R BORE T & A e bk
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(1) #ILBuAEREEERBIEEEHBUAZ T

(2) KBt fEE BRI E (BAEHEEHENOERE)

(3) RihEmmENEHREMNBUEEIE (BT EEHEERERFE LR
AR) s

(4) BARNHE—(EMW (ER2—E/NEE) EF - EAERIREE
Bt b B RH B ] DAFE R e e EoAE S - 1O

(A DA S0 B i i B S Y B R B E MR BB R B £ 38 7 @B

10

218 AGHERAREA L MESAMERSE "\NBEAGVTEMER, ; 195424
POAHFE-EHRREE REROHZ - TR TAGFE, A - A L5 F RHEFR
E& 0 (HsE) o Fom (Eob: FERBGE 0 1974FF4m)  ALT95 ~ 1854
1889 -

54 £ B % FEdwin A. Winckler, “Institutionalization and Participation on Taiwan: From Hard
to Soft Authoritarianism?” The China Quarterly, 99 (Sep. 1984), pp. 481-499 ; &% B A% %
EHRESL » (il oFsHdl— AL EFHORT B BT 0 WALKE
tHmE (sp—ERPoFusaF) (RF wmE/E  19874) » H13-99 ; Nai-
teh Wu (& 7345) , “The Politics of a Regime Patronage System: Mobilization and Control
Within an Authoritarian Regime,” (Ph. D. Dissertation, University of Chicago, 1987). & &k
%% %Tun-jen Cheng (¥:3%4=) , “Democratizing the Quasi-Leninist Regime in Taiwan,”

World Politics, 41:4 (July 1989), pp. 471-499% % -

eLAERIRE (1988) ~ EIRE (1989) - Ahfk4E (1989%&1999) - kEik (1989) -~ w3k
7% (1989) ~ & (1990) - FRAAE (1995) - & x4 (1996) - #wE (1998) » T
=7 (1999) ~ bt~ B A ¥ (2004) -~ #kzhdl (2014) ¥ BUGERBE L EH - 4G
BAE £ R Z AN SER EHARNEBHEZARE - AXRAER  £Ek——7] BN -
— BB R BRI - T 4 AR A4 0 (MR ERZIAR >N AKX
B FXEEH (GHRERTERAMA) (b §HERWHE - 20124F) » &
239-265 -

Juan J. Linz, “An Authoritarian Regime: Spain,” in Erik Allardt and Stein Rokkan, ed., Mass
Politics: Studies in Political Sociology (New York: The Free Press, 1970), p. 255. #} 22k 25 /& X
ERAMEGIE 0 AXBRAGEE DL FRMFZLRONE > B2 EAGRELER -
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A sk 2y Sl B EL TEE R RER T MBE#E TR ) (party-state
authoritarianism ) W% E AREEE - (B2 R EEEL « DR AE (AT A
B EREM "THRBIEEEFIBOEZL UM 2 MBS R il T R A B0 £
HMENERIPRE ) 2 B WEBER S Y RHEE) T 508 E AR E A BUGE)
B 2RISR - BEERTITE T E DU 32 50 i W i ORI A DA E
% (HAEEE AR R - R R R -

AR E R R i - Sk 2 57 B BHE — BT PR - (BN
fe—BRE - (R RS — BRI 50 2 B Em BREE - T A S R BORE i B DU S 3
VEARYBR i o BEANER - DUMERRE A (1949-1987) EAMEEAIE A H B2
Wikl - (HSEERRAL M AREMAEREEERNIEERETYIA THE
Rty B T ANEEE N DR EMEEA I EEmTIN T EE |
PRGBSO - 2 (AT AR B B A I ME T 38 2 B = BR A A BV SR 4l SR A DK
REEFAF RS B R B G B I - B B AR A FE I R S SR B 2 T
HIFF RS B G e - 1T B A B s A AR R 2

BE L TG ) BT MEREE ) e LR EE R AT
— ETE B TR o 7RSS - FTRE%F (Hannah Arendt) fE19514F HH AR MY
2% (BREFRAGERIR) - BRI 355 50 B % 18 HY 52 B ik A A0 L S T 2
( Zbigniew K. Brzezinski) #ICarl J. Friedrich » ** E:ZE A 22 MRS {E 197 24 A (F
B EORE o 25 LA M E 2R A LU - F AT DUB BIFE R S EAR e T B

11 fi4eShelley Rigger, Politics in Taiwan: Voting for democracy ( London: Routledge, 1999) —

Z o P RS RERO B RE B S TER RS, o 2L A R AFBUE 0 BAE £ &
MWH LR TER ) = F 0 BMRRAERIA A A N989F X AT R 0 sbEE AT A
2 AMARREASESARMZEFUEERNG &BE > M ERONBTAS R
BlEE . (P ERBERARENN "TEFHN ) FALE) 0 (EELHAR) 0 56
B%2% (19996127 ) » R139-187 ; RE#E - (S E MM AT %G HE E2 W R
B) »kAKRRE  REZZS > (REFHGERHRBVELGE) (£ R=
2 &G 0 20094 ) © H44-69 °

13 Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (Cleveland, Ohio: The World Publishing

Company, 1958), pp. 419-479.

Carl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy

(Cambridge, Mass. : Harvard University Press, 1956), pp. 130-173.

Juan J. Linz, “Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes,” in Fred I. Greenstein and Nelson W.

14

15
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MG B Z B G o (B2 - 18 R E AR YA LM Zm A BRI B E | B E
F T o BALMRIRHITR E N EEER AR o DUBORE 1 2R 9 JRUAA B AU —— i T R ORE s A1)
Z BUREAE RIS N BB F 2 1% - SEERBUG RaE A L E BRI LR R E S
FH O RGO T IR R (B T BIERAELERE T REL
e it A BERR R B 5 ) S - FIRFE E RIS —ERREBRE R - B a
H5E — ik - At =B B GER - HE B RIIARRIZEA -

Rl » EEEEFGE —FFA8 - B AN DA K T i BORE M V6 1 JEURE 3 28 O Ry e
FER2EERRNTE > MEBHHENBENRBETLE  SEFETNTFERNEE
HOERHH —— BEARRRFE R ~ B AA THIHED « sE MR IRI#R I - LR S IRE R
Frtia Ry ALEEfH L - 19498 19884FE Y2 M EH BN B It RL TG - B0k - EEG - [
MR RIS T eTEss - thag - T 2S5 Kb M RACEREE IERBERIEE
fE @ 19384E 2 R IBIZ it & £ # (National Socialism) FEk#fiiE © DL 193042
PRI EE (T HE ST B EHA - o 7 E AR o S - PR R5E — SR IR AR 1951 4E
BB P B B =4 AR E Mt N B T A BT A BB -

ABFEE - FREOK 3 O PR BT B N M i e - ILLVE MR B E R RREFT R
R —— B 2 WURE A A E i 28 55 {9 i BORE N B £ R B 1L - {7 DA
i EUHE S AN A R £ FR AT IR A B Rr - (8 B 20 AT R AR SO A i i 1y 2
TR

HOHHE >l 7 A7 R RS EORE A BUG B2 e 1 1 R R L B [ s RO A B E E 2%
LY TE R - 58 BETF 23 MR IE S 198 7AR AU FE - %I TR W i ) IR

Polsby ed., Macropolitical Therory, pp. 217-228.

O bl AT NEAE KB 21939F2A9R @B —A T BUs 4L, (Law of
Political Responsibilities) * Ji A& % AT e BUR Ak B Fo Fij AL 09 B & o sb4h - Bp4k1948
FARZ B BT CRBRDAMKER  — R FRGTARBUE EHmRE R EEFLE
A ) 78 3 F 21936-1975 44 27 o $hEu i B H0s A e 4R 5 K, 0 4 AStanley G.
Payne, The Franco Regime 1936-1975 (London: Phoenix Press, 1987), pp. 221-228, 378, 501-
503. % E YE# Stanley Paynes & A & #udf - b BT BUEH LR A L0955 - ML M
T AF B AL K 09 B 4206 AR KRR FE 8 - % AStanley G. Payne, The Franco Regime 1936-1975,
p. 223.

17" Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, p. 419.
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77 U 2= 8 P e R B B T R e ER A 52 2 IR R AL A N2 R HE AR Y
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Ram ] BECRR B REARE iR EYE R E - BEERE B - DA
HED > LHEEHA -EFEHMN_REZEMIPRE - 67 5By 5 86
W oV BRI S U B R R B R o s Rk B
REBENSELETYE - ° KL - S TAE T — @4 Ty =g
#% ) (Quasi-Leninist Authoritarianism ) & i I [5 B8 BURE - FERPEUC HYER S
Rtk EEEBRHREGHESLL T EBEEE S SR -
Ab—2K - BEwE EOCPHRE T —EEE —E MR ITEERE - SRR DR L
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HERM - PRS2 T -

RIMERAEERE G > BRERE T REEEEGaE I - I B AR R HE o
TER IR L FOERE B E TS 2 ERENE - RERREUFERTHE
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—EEFMPRBIMIEA LM TLEIRRE - EER "R R ) EF—
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BRETERS IS - A EENED) - B AN B - th AsEEEE

18 SAESL o (Bl ofatdl— HLYLEGFH ORI T B F) 0 H2640
ERESL BT HEAER LA ERALARMEL  MALR T 28R | AL KX
FHA -

Tun-jen Cheng, “Democratizing the Quasi-Leninist Regime in Taiwan,” World Politics, 41:4,

pp. 471-499.

D HHARAEBREMZRELE—AEERHE > mIEER PR RTIEAY K
# , - % ATun-jen Cheng, “Democratizing the Quasi-Leninist Regime in Taiwan,” World
Politics, 41:4, pp. 476-477.

2 EF L AELAREL  MBEOKATEIANE R FRERELFE 0 #e%  FE
Fo(eH— 2 RERBEREN) (Fb:HAKRERNE - 1994F) -

2 FRFHHARIGEIF P EA IR XS Rk BRAEE  F—— A8 REHF
A X H e
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