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“Legal” Violation on Human Rights for Lei
Chen Case During the Martial Law Period

Jui-Chiang Su *

Abstract

During the Martial Law Period in postwar Taiwan, the Kuomintang
administration had punished many political offenders by charging them with
rebellion. It caused a great violation on human rights. Recently with the
development of democracy, some of elites are studying the relevant issues or
cases. However, those researches usually manifest the authorities’ violating
the human rights, but they neglect the fact that the authorities often punished
the political criminals “according to the law” under the cover of “legalization”.
To probe into the meaning of authorities” “legal” carefully, we can find it
did not have “legitimacy”, even distorting the law, and possibly violating the
Constitution. This article selects Lei Chen case in 1960 as an example specially
to discuss how the authorities’ illegal and “legal” disposal on law violating
human rights (especially the personal liberty and the freedom of speech and
expression). It has highly value to explore such history of violating human rights

with a view of academy.

Keywords: Taiwan, Martial Law, Human Rights, White
Terror, Le1 Chen.

* Doctor Candidate, Department of History, National Cheng-Chi University
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