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The Issue of Flag-raising in Siam in 1947
and the Diplomatic Negotiation between
China and Siam

Pei-ping Hsieh®

Abstract

In August 1947, the Ministry of Education of Siam ordered that all
civil(private) schools had to raise the Siamese national flag. The Chinese
Embassy then negotiated with the Siamese government and demanded the
Chinese national flag be raised side by side with the Siamese national flag. The
negotiation was interrupted because of a coup in Siam. In November of the
same year, when the Chinese ambassador in Siam, Lee Tieh-cheng, visited the
consulate at Nokhon Sawan and found there is no Chinese national flag to be
raised-up, he thought it was inaccurate and ordered the schools to raise up the
Chinese national flag beside the Siamese national flag. The schools found it
difficult to deal with the issue. At that time, the new Siamese administration was
not officially recognized by the Chinese government, and thus the issue was left
to the Chinese consulate and the local governor or to the school and the local
authority. On March 6, 1948 when the Chinese government officially recognized
the new Siamese administration, the negotiation was continued. Meanwhile, the
Siamese government took back the Chinese school permit license and closed
down those schools. In order to keep open the Chinese schools, the secretary of
the Chinese Embassy Ou Yang-chun had finally reached an agreement with the
Siamese government, in which the national flags of both two countries should be
raised side by side. However, on April 27, the premier of Siam, Luang Phibun
Songkhram, decided that it was against the law to raise the Chinese national
flag. Thus, the issue was finally settled as such.

Keywords: Siam, Chinese School, China, Lee Tieh-
cheng, Luang Phibun Songkhram, China-
Siam Diplomatic Relations
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