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K. P. Chen’s Burma Road Trip in 1940:
Instructions on the Transportation and
Quality Problems of Tung Oil

May-li Lin"

Abstract

Utilizing the Kwang Pu Chen Papers at Columbia University, this paper examines the
inspection records of K. P. Chen on his Burma Road trip from Oct. 16 to Nov. § on 1940.
During the trip Chen discussed with Ping-wen Tsou (#%>C) and Cheng-dao Dong

(#7434 ) , by mail and by telegram, on ways to improve the transportation and quality
of tung oil, which was being shipped from China. However, as Chen could not control the
transportation services his attempt at improvement gained little effect. Chen also personally
inspected the stockpile of tung oil on Burma Road and found that there was only a blockage
of 8%. His report suggests that criticisms of wartime China’s low capacity in international
transportation were unfair. In any case, Chen’s effort in maintaining excellent credit in the
Tung Oil Loan Agreement enabled China to fight for more financial support from the United
States amidst military defeats.

Keywords: Kwang Pu Chen (Kuang-fu Ch’en), tung oil, Burma Road
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