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The Establishment of the Szechwan Opium
Prohibition Office and Its Official Functions and
Business Activities

Wen-yuan Chu”

Abstract

Szechwan Opium Prohibition Office was a subordinate organization to

the Central Executive Yuan. The establishment of the Office was meant to
coordinate the many opium prohibition offices within the province of Szechwan,
to utilize the efforts from all directions to exterminate opium nurseries in the
fields and opium houses in the street, to penalize opium eaters so as to eradicate
the opium disasters.

This paper addresses the following questions:(1)What is the motivation for
setting up the Office? (2) Why were its staff members not officially evaluated
and employed?(3)How was its budgets accrued and how were they used?(4)
Why did the Office fail in opium prohibition?

As a temporary organization, Szechwan Opium Prohibition Office had
been infused with more than thousands of people , but had achieved very
little compared to the ultimate goal of eradicating opium from the province
completely. Why? First, the many areas in southern and western Szechwan
were mountainous and it was extremely difficult to destroy opium nurseries
as opium planting meant profits to the local ignorant people. Secondly, it
was also difficult to investigate and control opium smoking as local war lords
saw it as a profitable business and were unwilling to cooperate. Furthermore,
the government did not provide an alternative for the farmers. In a word,
the prohibition of the opium was a great task that required the efforts of the
government as well as the general public.

Key words: Opium prohibition, Szechwan , the Central Executive Yuan ,
Chiang Kai-shek

* Senior Researcher, Academia Historica
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