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Exploring into Chiang Kai-shek’s attitude toward
the Incident of Hunan and Hupei(1929)

Chin-ching Chen"
Abstract

The Event of Hunan and Hupei in 1929 after the Northern Expedition was
a challenge to the central government at Nanking, who had to maintain its
authority to counterbalance local military powers. As the incident occurred,
Chiang tried to isolate the military powers of Kwangsi by political measures
on the one hand, and got prepared to turn to military measures in case of need
on the other hand. The two-handed strategy proved to be successful in that one
complemented the other in helping Chiang to settle the conflict peacefully.

To unify the nation had always been the ultimate goal for Chiang, and his
strategy had always been to use peaceful means first and then military powers
when necessary. This strategy had worked for Chiang in the Incident of Hunan
and Hupei. However, in so doing, the nation was quickly weaken by the internal
war and foreign aggression seized the opportunity to engulf the nation. This is
perhaps something Chiang regretted in his retrospect.

Key words: The Incident of Hunan and Hupei, Chiang Kai-shek, The Kwangsi

Military Powers
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