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The Recovery and Placement of the Land
Owned by the Taiwan Development
Corporation

Feng-chiao Ho"

Abstract

The Taiwan Development Corporation was a national-policy corporation
established in 1936 by the Japanese government in order to help Japan to ex-
pand southward. Half of its capital — 15,000,000 yuan —was in actuality more
than 1,500 chia (1 chia=0.97 hectare) of land, uncultivated fields, and forests
owned by the Taiwanese Governor-General. In 1942, more capital was pro-
cured through government business and leases. The two sets of capital —the
so-called “Corporation-owned land”--became the basis for the Corporation to
develop the land and other business on or off the island.

The Corporation’s land was recovered by the new government after the
Sino-Japanese War. How did the cultivated part of the land affect the faming of
the island? How was the land recovered? What problems occurred during the
recovery? How was the recovered land managed?

These are the questions this paper intends to explore. Hopefully, it can
shed light on the land problems in the early years of postwar Taiwan.

Key words : The Taiwan Development Corporation, Corporation-owned
land, land reform
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