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The Relationship between Chiang Kai-shek
and Fung Yu-hsiang (1926-1927)

— An Inquiry into the Archives of Chiang Kai-shek

Cheng-hua Wang®

Abstract

It was during the Northward Expedition that Chiang Kai-shek and Fung
Yu-hsiang built up their relationship. How did they start it? How did it de-
velop? These are the two questions that this paper intends to explore.

This paper first looks at the backgrounds of both key figures and the ra-
tionales of each for cooperation. Then, it discusses the impact of the split be-
tween Nanking and Hankuo and the Hsu-chou Meeting on the cooperation. Fi-
nally, it analyzes the role Fung played in negotiating the Ning-Han conflicts,
with special reference to Chiang Kai-shek’s first resignation.

As the two shared a common goal and interests, their cooperation won the
first victory in the Expedition. However, they had different opinions on the is-
sues of anti-communism and anti-Northeast Armies. Chiang held that to settle
the communist problems at Wu-han was most important, keeping the
Fung-Chang problem as secondary. And yet, Fung opposed to such policy,
holding that the Ning-Han issue should be put aside for the time being, focus-
ing on the exterminating of the Fung-Chang in the Northward Expedition.

Fung regarded himself as a good negotiator for the Ning-Han issue. He
also attended the Hsu-chou Meeting sponsored by the Ning army. The meeting
was an incentive to Chiang, providing good reasons for the cooperation be-
tween the two giants. The meeting also promoted the status of Fung, enabling
him to enter the central plains to become one of the leaders.

Key words : Chiang Kai-shek, Fung Yu-hsiang, the Hsu-chou Meeting,
the Chen-chou Meeting, the North-West Army
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