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From Aboriginal Village to Han Town

The Land Reclamation and Town Develop-
ment of Mattau Region, 17"C.~19™C.

Pin-ts’ang Tseng’
Abstract

This article is a research on the process and characteristics of land recla-
mation and urban street development of Mattau region from seventeenth cen-
tury to nineteenth century. It aims at dissecting how Han migrants acquire
lands from the aborigines —Mattau tribe who had the writing ability and
strong armed forces, and how Han migrants to construct a particular style of
urban street under the influence of aboriginal customs and varied natural envi-
ronment.

Mattau tribe was famous for her mighty armed forces in early seventeenth
century, and had learnt the ability of writing via studying Roman letters during
the Dutch colonial period. In spite of some Han migrants had entered Mattau
tribe’s residence and had kept business before the Dutch colonial period, such
reclamation did not reach the center of Mattau tribal territory and Han migrants
did not control the reclamation rights or engage the various industries until
Ch’ing Ch’ien-lung period. The process of reclamation was so long, it reflected
the compromise between the aborigines and Han migrants, and also exhibited
the strong adaptability of Han migrants to the changeable environment on the
west of Taiwan.

Key words : Mattau, Reclamation, Town Development,Betel palm house
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