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The Institutional Design and
County-Level Operation of the Election
of National Assembly in 1936

. &
Hao-nan Xiang

Abstract

The National Assembly was the organ of political power according to Sun Yat-
sen’s design. After the September 18th Incident, under internal and external pres-
sure, the Kuomintang regime decided to elect representatives and hold the National
Assembly. Although the National Government made a serious effort in drafting pro-
visions of the Constitution, enacting relevant laws and regulations, and implement-
ing the election in 1936, the actual result was not satisfactory, and public opinion
was generally negative. An investigation of this failure suggests the following: First
of all, the Kuomintang regime had designed an election system full of contradic-
tions; Secondly, there were chaos in the county-level communities during the elec-
tion. The root of the problem was the dilemma the Kuomintang regime confronted
at the time: it wanted to implement constitutional government and yet to continue to
control the regime; it had to follow Sun Yat-sen’s teachings and yet was faced with a
complicated political reality; it tried to consolidate its rule through elections, but the
Kuomintang’s power and organization had never penetrated into the grassroots and
thus could not guarantee safe and orderly elections. In the end the 1936 election was
dominated by party, government and military personnel with rampant corruptions.
Such an outcome damaged the Kuomintang’s ties with the people, and the society
become increasingly disappointed with the regime.

" PhD student, Department of History, Peking University
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