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The Attempt and Failure of “Uniting
the Southwest”: A Case Study of

Regional Politics in Guizhou,
1932-1935

Yu-Biau Ju”

Abstract

On January 1, 1932, two rival National governments, in Guangzhou and in
Nanjing, cooperated and established a united Nanjing Government. In response, the
Liang-guang region (Guangdong and Guangxi) set up two separatist institutions, the
“Southwestern Political Committee” and the “Southwest Executive Branch,” creat-
ing a de facto independent Southwest China. The two Southwest institutions, based
in Guangdong, claimed that they had the authority in directing party, internal, mili-
tary, financial, transportation, industry, education, and judicial affairs in the provinc-
es of Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, Guizhou and Yunnan. They thus dominated and
supervised those five provinces. Hu Hanmin, leader of the Southwest, tried to unite
various regional factions in order to thoroughly defeat Chiang Kai-shek and prevent
the restoration of Chiang’s leadership. Although Chiang Kai-shek soon returned to
power with the help of Wang Jingwei, Liang-guang did not stop its networking with
regional powers. Hu Hanmin proposed the idea of “connecting the southwest with
the southwest” in an attempt to unite the provinces into a solid alliance so as to con-
front and even overthrow the Nanjing Government. According to the reminiscence
of Wang Yangchong, Hu’s secretary, Guizhou was the closest ally, besides Guangxi,
to Guangdong at the time. This paper intends to focus on Guizhou’s political situa-
tion in early 1930s as the province found itself at the center of competition between

Liang-guang and the Central government. It also tries to explain why the Southwest
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initiatives eventually failed.
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