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Huang Yuansheng in the Currents of
“Black Blood Revolution,” 1912-1915

Zhen-wen Wen

Abstract

Huang Yuan-sheng acquired the title of Jinshi in 1904. After repeatedly
applying for an opportunity to study in Japan, he finally went to Chuo University in
Tokyo to study law. The legal literacy he obtained there helped him tremendously
in managing political commentaries for newspapers in later years. In 1909, upon
finishing his study and passing examinations, Huang returned to China and
received the appointment as an alternate county magistrate of Zhili. Before long,
he was transferred to the Book Translation Office under the Ministry of Posts and
Communications. In his leisure time Huang was involved in the Far East News
Agency, in charge of its Beijing correspondence, and began to publish writings in
the newspapers Shibao and Shenbao. Starting from May 1912, Huang served as the
official correspondent for Shibao in Beijing. His “Yuan-sheng Dispatch” became
well-known and displayed a distinctive personal style. He was often called “the
genius of the press”, and was one of the most important journalists at the time.
Huang subsequently took positions at several publications, such as Young China,
Justice and Shenbao, attracting readers with his famous correspondence style of
writing. His works not only came to exemplify his own idea of “press for life,” but
also illuminated his short but splendid journalism career. Moreover, Huang’s life
represents an important piece in the historical collage of ideological trends that
shaped Chinese intellectuals in a transitional era.

Keywords: Huang Yuan-sheng, Shibao, Young China, Justice, Shenbao
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