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The Take-over and the Management of the
Land of Salt Manufacturing Company in the
Early Period after the War in Taiwan
— A Case of Bai-chia and Hsia-liau
in Kaohsiung County

Feng-chiao Ho"

Abstract

Since the Zheng Chenggong period of the late Ming, Taiwan had started
making salt. In the Japanese colonial period, the manufacturing of salt for
industrial purposes was widely encouraged. Not only were government-owned
coastal areas developed as proper places for salt manufacturing, but also pri-
vate fish-ponds and salt fields were purchased at a low price for the production
of industrial salt. After World War II, the land belonging to the salt company
was taken over by the Nationalist Government. But the private owners of the
land wished to take back their own land on the ground that the Japanese had
promised to give back their land once they stopped using it to produce salt.
However, the Japanese gave some of the land to other people than the original
owners at the end of the war and the nationalist government did not do any-
thing to correct the mischief. For all these reasons, the landowners appealed
to the Nationalist Government to reclaim their land. The issue became a tough
problem to the nationalist government.

This paper tries to explore the case of Bai-chia and Hsia-liau fish-ponds in
the Kaohsiung county, analyzing the legal problems related to the take-over
and management of the land.

Key words: the Japanese colonial period, Taiwan Provincial Administra-
tive Executive Office, saltpans fileds, Bai-chia, Hsia-liau

* . . .
Researcher, Academia Historica
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