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The Development of PRC’s Policy toward
Taiwan (1949-2000)

Su-lan Kao
Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the policies made by the leaders of PRC at different periods
of time.

During Mao’s time, the policy was one of force. Mao wanted to use military force to
liberate Taiwan, to isolate it, and to integrate overseas Chinese. Teng Shiao-ping’s tactics
were milder, while he did not totally give up military forces. Besides, he also took advantage

of economic development. For example, he proposed “the three communications and the four

LR N3 LR T

exchanges,” “peaceful unification,” “one nation two systems” as steps to final unification. In
a similar way, Chiang Tse-ming wished to integrate Taiwan in a peaceful way. His slogans
were “insistence on one China principle” and “never giving up military forces to subdue
Taiwan.”

By examining the policies of the Communist leaders in the past, we have come to
understand that each of them might have used different strategies and tactics depending on
circumstances, and yet they have had the same goal all the time-unification. Their different
strategies and tactics can be summarized as (1) insistence on one China, (2) peace and war
intermingled, (3) taking advantage of international pressures, (4) changing negotiation

partners.

Key words: PRC Policy toward Taiwan, One China Policy, Reunification in Peace, One

County-Two Systems, Co-equal and Reciprocal Negotiation

* Associate Researcher, Academia Historica
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