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The Nationalism Ideas of Wang T’ ao

Hsiu-huan Chou’

Abstract

After the Opium War, China faced new challenges from Western powers. Many intellectuals
of Ch’ing dynasty were urgently concerned about reforms and innovations so as the nation could
survive from the challenge and become strong again to stand with the powers. As a result, Chinese
nationalism came into being.

Wang T’ao’s nationalism was most representative of the time. He was the first one to
propose the abolishment of “consular jurisdiction,” to advocate “sovereign nationalism,” to present
“constitutional monarchy,” and put forth “economic nationalism” in the 1860’s. Thus, he not
only initiated Chinese nationalism but also helped to shape many related concepts—ethnic view,
national-ethnic view, cosmopolitanism, etc.

There has been abundant research on Wang T’ao. For instance, Paul A. Cohen’s “Wang T
’ao and Incipient Chinese Nationalism” is a good study. It discussed how Wang developed his
nationalism, what he had learned from his experience in England (e.g., Notes on the P’u-Fa
Chan-chi) , and how his ideas on national strength, sovereignty, commerce, etc. influenced
the nation. But it does not discuss how Wang changed his ethnic nationalism into sovereign
nationalism, and why he proposed extraordinary rights and constitutional monarchy after he
returned from England.

This is what the paper wishes to deal with. We would like to investigate how Wang T ao,
throughout all his life, managed to shape his idea of nationalism—one fused with ethnic thoughts,
loyalty, sovereign nationalism, constitutional monarchy, and cultural integration, and how his

thoughts shook and influenced “the greatest change in thousands of years.”

Key words: Wang T ao, London Missionary Society Press, Daily Newspaper in Hong
Kong, Nationalism, Consular Jurisdiction

Researcher, Academia Historica
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