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The Recognization of Szechwan
Government in 1938

Wei-chen Yang

Abstract

Szechwan, as a borderline province, had remained semi-independent from the Nationalist
Government since the beginning of the republic. Although it later announced its affiliation to
and dependence on the central government, it never actually lost its independence. It was in
1935 when the central government began the extermination of the Communists that it began
to change its relationship with the central government. The fact that its governor Lieu Hsiang
could defeat the powerful competitor was largely attributable to the support rendered by the
central government. But as the central government began to interfere with Lieu Hsiang’s
administration and get hold of the province, Lieu began to take issue with the central
government. In 1936, the situation between the two parties worsened as the Lian-Quan
Incident and the Si-an Incident took place.

Yet as the Anti-Japanese War started, Lieu Hsian, propelled by great nationalism,
volunteered to go Peking to discuss war strategies. Besides, he also organized his own armies
and led them to fight against the Japanese invaders. Then the relationship between the two
parties began to soften. However, as the central government was stationed at Chungking,
using Szechwan as its base for the War, the province was once again under the control of
the central government. Then Lieu’s sudden death at Hankow in January 1938, nevertheless,
enabled the central government to take over the province without much effort. The Nationalist
Government intended to appoint Chang Chun to take charge of the place, but the proposal was
objected by local armies. They urged Generalissimo Chiang not to make any appointment,
and resisted Chang’s entrance into the province. The appointment of a new governor for
Szechwan thus became the focus of the conflicts between the central government and the
provincial powers.

This paper intends to center around the issue of Szechwan’s governmental
reorganization, and discuss the upheavals of the time.

Key words: Szechwan, Nationalist Government, Lieu Hsiang, Chiang Kai-shek,
Anti-Japanese War

* Associate Professor, Department of History, National Chung-chen University
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