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Events That Ensue Bamboo Hill Incident

— The Takeover and Management of the

Bamboo Hill Incident After the War

Feng-chiao Ho

Abstract

The study of history in Taiwan is usually divided by specific periods, which explains why the
Taiwanese history isarbitrarily torn apart by different rulers and why no continuity of the Taiwanese
history can be manifested. But the fact is: in spite of different political powers, the residentsin this
island remain unchanged. What is more, the traditional life styles or the approaches they have re-
ceived from the past rules, though the regime has changed, still have great effects on them and even
dominate their manners of performing activities, thus forming a unique Taiwanese history with conti-
nuity in characters. Therefore, it is quite necessary to do a cross-dynasty research for a better under-
standing of the historical continuity in Taiwan.

The"Bamboo Hill Incident" isareflection of anti-Japanese campaign done by Taiwanese people
under the Japanese colonialism. It is also agood reflection of the Japanese imperialism, which takes
advantage of the strong national power, robbing Taiwanese people of basic human rights. Unfortunately,
the past researches focustoo much on the part of robbing, revealing how Taiwanese people under the
Japaneseimperialism lose capability to securetheir life and possessions. They do not mention how the
Japanese government managed the island and whether the specific life style of the people on the land
affected the Japanese government's strategy on how to manage theland. Neither do they mention how
the National Government coming to Taiwan after the war dealt with the issue of bamboo hills.

Thispaper centers on the bamboo hill incident during the Japanese ruled Taiwan, extending the
discussion to the beginning moments after the war. The new ruler of Taiwan after the war — the
Taiwanese Administrative Office, agent of the National Government — has to face the bamboo
farmers request that they take back the possession of the bamboo hills, along-term problem yet to be
resolved for 40 years. The final decision is. the bamboo hills are delivered to the authority of the
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nation, asking the pleadersto form Zhusan Forestry Cooperation( ) and to rent the
land from the government. Deeply affected by the Japanese management for decades, however, Ruizhu
( ) and Dinglin( ), which develop atotally different manageria style, can never coexist peace-
fully under Zhusan Forestry Cooperation. So, based on the division set up in the Japanese-ruled
period, two cooperation units are established: Dinglin and Ruizhu. Though the cooperation units are
given independent control, the managerial Co-Run-Co-Own approach adopted in the Japanese-ruled
period still affectsthe criteriaof judging membership, leading to along-term controversy between the
people in question who move out of Ruizhu and those who stay. After negotiation, the people in
guestion who move out are granted with the right to be a member, only to be entitled with 50% rights
ausual member does which is also the rule that was applied to the people in question in different
districts. The way the National Government dealt with bamboo hills after the war was basically the
same as the one adopted in the Japanese-ruled period. That is, it isimpossible to view the continuity in
characters of Taiwan if the research is restricted to a specific dynasty. As history changes with who
reigns, the physical history of Taiwan will vanish. Therefore, we simply cannot do without the help of

the cross-dynasty research on history.

Key words: Bamboo Hill Incident, Japanese-ruled Period, Beginning Years after the
War, Ruizhu District, Dinglin District
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