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The Abolishment of Family Clans and Family
Names Around the May-4"* Campaign

Hsi-mei Hung

Abstract

The Chinese society istraditionally based on paternity and isthusformed on the long-tested social
experience and Confucius philosophy of life. It isnot until recently that the intellectual elites of the
society who have taken traditional education and who start to accept Western principles and ideas at
the sametime began to make comparison, in the hopethat they can get rid of the shortcomingsand adopt
the merits of the two rather different cultural systems. These activities reach the zenith around the
dayswhentheM ay-4th Campaign happens. Some of the scholarsdo believe that the biggest difference
between Chinese and Western civilization lies in the " Spirit of Criticism". The Chinese people have
never been accustomed to finding fault, mainly because they are politically restricted to the absolute
monarchy and ideologically to Confucius' ideas of family despotism. Many began to suggest that the
Chinese people find some way to rid themselves from the boundary of multi-layered tyranny, leading
to the abolishment of family clans. Asfamily clans are built up on the basis of marriages they also
begin to initiate another marriage revolution trying to do away with the marriages among big family
names, the marriage of rich families and eventually to eliminate the family names.

Key words: Anarchism, Abolish Clans, Abolish Marriages, Abolish Family Names
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