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Sugar Economy and Urban Development :
Nei-chiang(1860-1949)

Chen Hsiang-yun
Abstract

Agricultural change always affects the development of city. From the middle period of Ch’ing
Dynasty, there were significant improvements in agriculture of Szechwan. In T’o River, The most
outstanding phenomenon was the rapid expansion of sugarcane. In the early twentieth century, the area
of sugarcane amounted approximately to 700,000 mou, and the output of sugarcane amounted
approximately to three million picul. Because of the production of sugarcane, which motivated the rise
of family handicraft, T’o River Valley became the sugar-producing area, for example, Nei-chiang , Fu-
shun, Chien-yang, Tzu-yang, Kin-tang, and Tzu-chung. Sugarcane was the most important subsistent-
crop in these cities, particularly, the city of Nei-chiang was the most importment sugarcane market in
the T’o River.

This paper discusses about sugarcane economy and the development of city in T'o River of
Szechwan. First, the study focus on Nei-chiang, it will be help to realize the process of agricultural
commercialization, and to observe the influence of sugar trade, population structure, and culture of the
city. In addition to provide a more objective background about the pattern of urban development. The
first section shows that Nei-chiang became the sugar-producing area in T o River Valley. The second
section shows that the rapid expansion of sugar economy. about the rise of family handcraft, the
specialization of standard market, the trade of sugar between Szechwan Basin and the neighboring
provinces. The third section discusses the urban development and social change, about the structure of
society, the conflict of society and the local culture. Final section discusses about the influences of

social conflict by focusing on the events of sugar-peasants in the 1940’s.

Keywords . Sugarcane , Urban Development , T’o River , Nei - chiang
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