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District Lawsuit Regulations and Females
—An Example of DanXin Archive

Shao Ya-ling

Abstract

According to the lawsuit regulations in Qing Dynasty, the severity of the lawsuits decides what
level of the courts the cases may go to. The district lawsuit offices of the first level contain the
executive authorities of province, state and county, dealing with trivial legal affairs such as marriages
and the business of properties. More serious criminal cases will transfer to the courts of upper levels
for further investigation and examination. With regular processes, the courts of state and county are
eligible to conclude minor lawsuit cases. They transfer the related documents and human criminals to
the corresponding upper courts. Cases of jumping transference are rarely found.

The lawsuit processes demand that, in addition to the general restriction on the gender status, the
legal clauses themselves also affect to what degree the crimes may be sentenced in the courts. If the
plaintiffs are proved to bring a false charge, they—in theory—deserve corresponding punishment as
do the defendants. But the reality is: once a criminal behavior is committed, the female criminals can
be immune from penalties and the male criminals alone are sent into prison—and even if the female
criminals are sentenced to be guilty, their penalties can be compensated, with only a few taking real
punishment. Since there is only very little risk making lawsuits, it becomes common to sue.

During the legal processes, the district offices in charge of lawsuits have great room to conclude
the case. Though both parties of the plaintiffs and the defendants may come to terms, the district court
judges have the greatest influence on the final results of the lawsuits. Thereafter, there exists a deep
gap between the legal clauses and the final conclusion of the actual cases. On the other hand, this gap
may also result from the different conception of the laws and individual strategies applied to lawsuits
by the plaintiffs. Let us take the female plaintiffs and the defendants, for example. The female
plaintiffs—in the legal format—obey the related regulations and they have a good understanding on

what advantages that might be granted: the district court judges, on the other hand, can take into




r
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consideration legal basis, justice and social atmospheres. Though the female plaintiffs and the district
court judges are confined to the formal justice of the laws, both do not demand very much in executing
actual legal clauses where the penalties should apply. In many district cases, thereafter, not only are the
judges granted with a great deal of room to determine the cases, but the female plaintiffs—thanks to

the gap in question—also enjoy relatively great room to be relieved from the penalties.

Key Words © Danxin Archive, Lawsuit Regulations, Female Plaintiff, Defendant
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