ST (R EP B T BRI
L R

* B £
H &7

& PR H DU > SRR 2 I B AT AR
G iR I A B R R R A BT R AR e ~ i > IR H R > AR B IR
R DURL > WhHEZRTE - Mg B dus < SR A EE B&@ﬁi’?ﬁﬁi{ﬁ ’
T E D o T3 PUEE I IRH BRI R - 202 FE - A AT > RS e
EEFANIRIEE - 28 BV - N5 BB 0840 4
PSR o FRPH S GEE R A 71 GEREE - 280K F'iﬁiEﬁU”
BTN R0 DUV > B EBSURFIRF YT B — P AL SR 0 » AT S - e
i - ERE R DORA: - BAORIEANE - Hoil S oS 2 ﬁi’?'éta’m
JEMRRR > A AR AL > bR TILRRISN > BEAGERR A EORRE it
SRR IR RIS -

BlsEss) - B B CAEEXER - EHRER - ZwWE
B~ BlRBUR °



Humanitariamsm of Modern Intellectuals in China
— A Case of Maiden Emancipation

Xi-mei Hong
Abstract

The custom of keeping maids as home servants dates back to the ancient
system of slavery. Once girls are made a home servant, they enjoy no sense of
equality and freedom at all. They are sometime taken as commercial materials or
gifts-or even traded to be prostitutes or home slaves. Without any ability to
become independent, the maids lead a far more miserable life than male slaves.
Thanks to the laws made in late Qing Dynasty, when no population trade is since
allowed, the problem of keeping male slaves is getting insignificant. But on the
other hand, the custom of keeping home female servants ensues. Cases are often
heard where female home servants are harshly and cruelly treated Humanitarian
intellectuals thus start to show their concern, requesting to forbid keeping female
home servants. The mission is not completed until 1950's when the new cultural
movement is on the way, with the humanitarian concern by the intellectuals
playing an important role. The government in the South makes a strict rule against
home female slavery; moreover, the nationalist government tries its best to clamp
down on maiden slavery. But due to the impoverished social conditions and slump
economy, poor families keep trading their daughters for a living, which leads to
an endless source of maiden slaves. In addition, without a complete set of
measures to the issue, the female slaves find no place to go—even if they are
emancipated. The conclusion is clear : in addition to legal approaches, it takes
political, economic and social reformation to reach the good end to the problem of
female slavery.
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