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The Influence of the Irrigation of Chia-nan System

toward Amelioration of Lands and Ways of Farming
(1924-1945)

Hung-tu Chen
Abstract

The Irrigation of Chia-nan System, which was constructed in the period of Taiwan under Japanese
occupation, was emphasized most on its agricultural-economic implication. However, the direct influence of
this Irrigation was often neglected, on the condition of its specific character which attracted too much
attention on the exemplified researches of the relationship between nation and society. This article analyzes,
by focusing on the amelioration of lands and ways of farming, on the influence which the Imigation have
exerted upon agriculture. With the condition that there existed many "Destined Farmlands" (Kan-Tian-Tien)
and "Salty Lands" (Yen-fen-di) in Chia-nan Plain, it's necessary for carrying out the amelioration of lands.
The completion of the Irrigation had improved the lands in this area, which not only brought the direct
influence upon agricultural production, but also influenced indirectly some other such as the wage-raising of
workers, the lower fees of constructing irrigation facilities, the functions of rice mill factory, the improvement
of sanitary environment, and the adjustment of mores in society.

As for the direct influence of amelioration of lands, included the inclination of dry hand turned into
paddy field, the value-raising in lands, the increase of land production, land sales, rent scale and land tax.

In spite of the achievement of Chia-nan Irrigation, it couldn't supply water a whole year. Farmers were
offered with the water supplies in a three-year crop rotation system. Some scholars saw this phenomenon as
a water-control means by the General Government toward farmers and thus benefited the Japanese sugar
factories. However, it was proven that, it's the price of the markets which determined the developments of the
crops, while three-year crop rotation offered an alternative ways of farming. With the water in irrigation,
along with other improvements in agricultural technology, the agricultural production structure in Chia-nan
Plain came to develop diversely.

Even though there came many benefits along with the water supplies from the Irrigation of Chia-nan
System, most farmers were against the construction of this Irrigation in the preliminary period. The reason
lies in that they suffered first before they benefited from this construction. It increased farmers' burden, while
their water rent payment didn't bring them steady water supplies for a whole year. Therefore, there generated
negative categories such as "the biting Irigation" and "water-vicious combination”, which offered inflaming
topics for the farmer movement revolutionaries.

Key WOI‘dSIIrrigation of Chia-nan System, amelioration of lands, the value of lands, three-
year crop rotation, water rent.
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