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The Enlightenment of War: Knowledge
Transformation in Traditional Chinese
Surgery and Traumatology, 1937-1949

Kuo-li Pi’

Abstract

A popular view among Chinese in the Republican era was that “Traditional
Chinese medicine is good at treating internal diseases, while Western medicine
excels at surgery.” Before the Sino-Japanese War, although articles on surgery
and traumatology written by the traditional Chinese medical community were
occasionally found in newspapers and magazines, most discussions on traditional
Chinese medicine were still focused on the knowledge of internal medicine.
After the outbreak of the war, the backward and unsystematic discipline of
Chinese traumatology began to review a large number of prescriptions, and this
trend continued till after the war. This study examines how the war affected the
understanding by traditional Chinese medical community of its own academic
development, how the new technology of Western medicine influenced this
knowledge transformation, and how traditional Chinese medical community tried
to define its traumatology, which was thought as backward and outdated by most
people. If a discipline needs to be further developed, it must first have a basic
understanding of its own roots. The wartime growth was critical as it occurred on
the eve of major developments in Traditional Chinese surgery and traumatology
after 1949. By exploring this knowledge transformation, it is hoped that a more
comprehensive understanding of the history of the traditional Chinese medicine,
and a deeper appreciation of the impact of the Sino-Japanese War on science and

culture of that era, may be obtained.

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Chung Yuan Christian University
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