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Air Force Enterprise and the Materiel
Industry in Wartime Taiwan: A
Discussion Centered on Industrial
Hierarchy and the Supply Control
System, 1930s-1940s

Lin-yi Tseng

Abstract

Following Japan’s withdrawal from the Second London Naval Disarmament
Conference in 1936, the Japanese Navy began establishing a series of naval
bases, naval air stations, and airfields in Taiwan, as it was no longer bound by the
constraints of the Treaty for the Limitation and Reduction of Naval Armament
signed after the First World War. The locations of the Navy’s bases and airfields
concentrated in the Kaohsiung area, which reflected distance range considerations
that the Navy had based on its South China and South Seas strategies. This
concentration of military installations impacted, to some degree, the concurrent
planning and development of Kaohsiung’s industrial area under the direction of
the Taiwan Government-General. The interaction between these two sets of policy
concerns, therefore, is the primary focus of this paper.

This paper first discusses the complex land-swapping negotiations between the
Japanese Navy and the authorities of the Takao Prefecture. Secondly, this paper
examines the colony’s military-political relationship and using it as a vintage point
in exploring the correlation between military development and the promotion of
local industrialization. Lastly, taking into account of both Japan’s planning for
its overall air force supply and Japan’s vision for Taiwan’s industrialization and

industrial capacity, this paper analyzes the dual role Taiwan played in providing
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materiel reprocessing for the Imperial Air Force and in supplying for its local
economy. This study finds that Taiwan’s actual production capacity and range were
not as robust as propagated at the time. The air force materiel that Taiwan provided
was primarily products associated with Taiwan’s indigenous resources. Other
categories of materiel that had been initially considered vital or conspicuously
advertised by Japan were insignificant when measured against the Empire’s actual

aggregate amount.

Keywords: Naval Air Service, Navy Site F, Kaohsiung Industrial Area,

Industrialization, Material Industry of the Air Force
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