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Liu Harng-chen and Bristle Trade in
Szechwan (1939-1949)

Hsiang-yun Chen

Abstract

Liu Harng-chen (1896-1975) was an important Szechwanese entrepreneur.
During 1926-1948, the number of enterprises he invested amounted to 118, and
at 21 of which he served as chairman. Bristle was an important export item in
Szechwan. During the anti-Japanese war, Chungking bristle export became a
major source of foreign exchange. Due to transportation difficulties after 1942, the
importance of bristle trade was even greater. Therefore in January 1943, Liu Harng-
chen founded the Ho Yuen Industrial Co.,Ltd with funds from the Chuankang Bank
and the Chuanyan Bank. Within a few years Ho Yuen Company became a leading
bristle export enterprise in Chungking. This paper focuses on the management
of Ho Yuen Industrial Co.,Ltd. In addition, it tries to observe the character of Liu
Harng-chen’s entrepreneurship.

This paper argues that Liu Harng-chen was the key to the development of Ho
Yuen Company. In July 1944, Liu served as chairman of the company. Because of
his political and business contacts, the enterprise gradually expanded. He raised
capital, increased holdings, and controlled the board. Meanwhile, day-to-day
management was left to the general manager. For Liu Harng-chen, the investment
in bristle trade not only promoted wartime export in Chungking but also increased
the profit of his Chuankang Bank.

Keywords: Liu Harng-chen, Szechwan, Chungking, bristle, trade

Associate Professor, Ming Chuan University General Education Center
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