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The Development and Reconstruction of
Tainan Seaside Tourism and Recreation Space
under Japanese Colonial Rule

Yi-juWang'

Abstract

During the development of Han immigrant society in Taiwan under the Qing
rule, there was the long-standing fear of "water" and many folk beliefs related to
water emerged. Therefore, people mainly utilized rivers and sea for transportation
and industrial purposes and rarely developed large-scale tourist and recreational
activities around them. After the introduction of Western sea bathing concept
during the Japanese period, through the establishment of safe sea areas and the
construction of recreational equipment, the colonial government set up three sea-
bathing beaches, Anping (ZZ°F) , Sishu (Z45f) , and Wanli (JE#) , on the
topography of offshore along the coast of Tainan. In order to understand the history
of the development of sea bathing activities in Taiwan and the factors driving
the development and reconstruction of Tainan's coastal tourism and recreation
landscape, this article mainly explores three topics: the formation and development
of Taiwan's sea bathing culture during the Japanese occupation period, the
construction and expansion of Tainan's coastal tourism and recreation space, and
the core-shift of that space as the Anping Bathing Beach became the core of the
reconstruction of the Tainan seaside. The study finds that the three bathing beaches
coexisted in the Tainan seaside in a synchronic manner, as all of them had similar
development contexts that prospered due to location and traffic, and then declined
due to environmental changes. In particular, the importance of the earliest Anping
Bathing Beach was not completely eclipsed by the two later establishments, i.e.,
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the Sishu and Wanli Bathing Beaches. Due to well-management by the Anping
Guild after 1920, the Anping Bathing Beach maintained its advantage as an
important tourist and recreational spot in the coastal area of Tainan. In fact, in the
context of modern tourism development under the colonial government, tourist and
recreational activities centered on Anping Port and its surrounding landscapes had
existed for many years. After the 1920s, historical sites surrounding the beaches
received increasing attention, and two large-scale expositions in the 1930s added
even more attractions. All of these led to a restructuring of Tainan's seaside space
under the leadership of Tainan City Office, with the development of a large seaside
amusement park in Anping Beach at its core.

Keywords: Bathing Beach, Tourism and Recreation, Spatial Development, Historical
Site, Exposition
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