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The Political Career of Gu Mengyu:
From Supporting Wang Jingwei
to Backing Chiang Kai-shek
to Joining the Third Force

Max K. W. Huang’

Abstract

Gu Mengyu (1889-1972) was both an important intellectual and a prominent
politician in twentieth-century China. He was very famous from the 1920s to 1940s,
but today few people knew even his name. When he died in 1972, Tao Xisheng
and others wrote a brief biography on him, saying that “He was a learned and
thoughtful person devoted himself to the national revolution of Dr. Sun Yatsen’s
Three Principles of the People. He seemed never to have distorted his views to
cater to popular tastes and always insisted on his own political choices.” Yet very
few people knew the details of his life. This paper uses various related materials to
describe Gu’s life, emphasizing his relationships with Wang Jingwei and Chiang
Kai-shek in order to show some of the most complicated experiences of Chinese
intellectuals’ political participation in the last century. Gu’s political career can be
in rough chronological order divided into four stages. First, from 1924 to 1931,
he chose to support Wang Jingwei. During this period he was Wang’s principal
advisor, participating in the cooperation between the Guomindang and the Chinese
Communist Party, the Wuhan’s split with the communists, and the Reconstruction
Clique’s criticism of Chiang Kai-shek. Second, from 1931 to 1938, the period of
cooperation between Wang and Chiang, he served both as Minister of Railways
and of Transportation. Third, from 1939 to 1949, he was opposed to Wang’s peace
movement while favoring Chiang in his fight against the Japanese, by becoming for
sometime the president of Zhongyang University (1941-43); furthermore, in 1948
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Chiang appointed him Vice-President of the Executive Yuan, but he declined the
offer. And fourth and the last, after 1949, he went to Hong Kong to join the “Third
Force” led by Zhang Fakui and Zhang Junmai under the support of Li Zongren
and America’s Central Intelligence Agency. When the “Third Force” failed in mid-
1950s, he moved first to California and then to Taiwan where he died in 1972.

Keywords: Gu Mengyu, Hu Shi, Wang Jingwei, Chiang Kai-shek, Third Force
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