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The ROC Decision-Making Process of
Drawing the South China Sea U-shaped
Line Map and Its Implications

Hurng-yu Chen’

Abstract

When in 1947 the decision-makers of the government of the Republic of China
drew the U-shaped line map of the Islands in the South China Sea, they might
have had in mind only to refer it to the islands within the drawn-up line. This was
because at that time the ROC probably so held the view that the three nautical
miles as being territorial waters, that the officials in charge of the map-making the
U-shaped line would not likely have thought of including the whole sea areas in the
South China Sea to have fallen within its scope. However, with the development
of international law of the Sea, especially since the passage of the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the nature of legal status of the
U-shaped Line has sparked off heated discussions. It has variously been regarded as
something like an islands attribution line, a historic waters line, a historical rights
line or a state boundary line. In any rate, this paper has tried to use official archives
in its tracing of the original thinking of decision-makers and to infer its due and

proper meaning.

Keywords: Republic of China, South China Sea, Spratly Islands, Paracel Islands,
U-shaped Line

Professor, Department of Diplomacy and International Relations, Tamkang University
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