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Local Politics and Education Association:
The Diary of Xu Zhao-wei and the
Changshu Society in Early 20" Century

Ho-sing Law”

Abstract

The relationship between the state and regions has long been a meaningful
issue in modern Chinese history for many researchers, including the present author,
who attempts to bring some new ideas to bear on it. It is based on the Diary of
the Changshu elite Xu Zhao-wei (1867-1940), by clarifying the importance of
education association in such local society during the late Qing and early republic
period. From regional perspective, the forming of any education association could
help the modern state to infiltrate into the life of local society. From the eye of Xu
Zhao-wei, it could be showed that the following issues were involved: After the
abolition of the Imperial Examination, how did the local elite face this tremendous
change in Qing society? During the belated process of the implementation of new
policies (Xinzheng, #T1EY), how did the local elite keep their relationship and power
in local societies such as Changshu? During the period under consideration, both
the relationship between education association (s) and local elite (s), as well as
the establishment of the Republic could only have brought about some but limited
influence on the local society. This study clarifies the point that the elites could

handle the original norms of their local societies in semblance of the modern state.

Keywords: Changshu, education association, Xu Zhao-wei, local politic
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