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Immunology Institutes and
Immunological Prevention Strategy in

Manchuria during the Japanese Ruling
Period, 1906-1945

Chia-san Shen’

Abstract

Immunological products which appeared in the late 19th century were
introduced into China via modern medical doctors and foreign political powers.
This paper uses Manchuria under the Japanese rule as an example to explore how
the relevant organizations and personnel introduced such products like serums and
vaccines into China. It is found that during the Japanese rule, Manchuria started to
request and to promote smallpox vaccination in 1906, and used plague serum and
vaccine in 1911. Later, around 1918, Manchuria strengthened its health policies and
established plans for homemade serums and vaccines. This was in part a response
to great epidemics prevalent in the world, but also because of the availability of the
technology of immunity to the market as a result of the transfer of the Infectious
Diseases Institute’s authority under the Health Bureau of the Home Affairs Ministry
to that under Tokyo University of the Education Ministry. This led in 1925 to the
establishment of both “the Mukden Institute for Infectious Diseases of Animals”
and “the Dairen Institute of Health”, which offered a variety of serum and vaccine
formulations. After Manchukuo was established in 1932, hygiene regulations, anti-
epidemic programs and sanitary institutions were further set up so as to strengthen
epidemic prevention and to meet the requirements of health, industrial and military
security during the war. The above development of bacteriology and immunological
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formulations in Manchuria a hundred years ago reflected the fact that it was closely
related to the needs of mainland Japan, besides showing the immunology history
in Manchuria as a case of how modern medical technology was being developed in
part of China through these foreign rulers.

Keywords: serum, vaccines, epidemic prevention, South Manchuria Railway

Company, Institute of Infectious Diseases
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